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Tom Hayden speaks at NECC about his life of civil service. 
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Hayden reflects on 


generations 


60s activist gets back 
to his Irish roots with 
new book 


By MICHAEL SHINE 
Contributing Reporter 


Writer, political activist, member 
of the Chicago 7, California State 
Assembly and Senator. Thomas 
Hayden’s life may seem full of civic 
accomplishments and dreams attained. 
When he was on his deathbed awaiting 
open heart surgery last September, all 
he could think about was how little he 
knew about his past. 

On Tuesday, Jan. 29, Hayden told 
an NECC audience how he longed to 
answer questions of identity that 
nagged him as he contemplated a life 
of civic duty. He began to look past his 
Catholic upbringing in Michigan 
where he “left the Irish out” of his 
upbringing and found that he was not 
the first Thomas Hayden to struggle 
with the powers that be. 

Hayden is actually the fourth 
Thomas Emmet Hayden in his family, 
named after the Irish Patriot of the 
1798 Irish Rebellion. 

Hayden the Ist plotted against the 
British Crown in the 1800s. After 
leaving Ireland, Hayden the Ist 
became a lawyer in America and 
befriended Thomas Paine, one of the 
founding fathers of the American 
Revolution. His revolutionary name- 
sake was just one of Thomas Hayden 


the 4’s revelations that he describes in 
his new book Irish on the Inside. 
Hayden the 4th has a revolutionary 
past of his own. 
In 1968 Hayden, along with Abbie 


Hoffman and five others staged vari- — 


ous acts of civil disobedience during 
the Democratic National Convention 
in Chicago. 

After being acquitted for having 
crossed state lines to incite a riot, 

Hayden settled in California dur- 
ing the ‘70s and became an outspoken 
advocate for the environment and 
enemy of the nuclear power industry. 

After spending “twenty years in 
the streets,” Hayden was elected to the 
California State Assembly during the 
early “80s, later to the Senate, where he 
would spend, “twenty years in the 
suites,” until he retired in 1999. 

As Hayden took questions from 
the audience, one woman questioned 
the virtue of dissent during the current 
War on Terrorism. 

“No dissent on war will lead to 
repression,” Hayden said, adding that 
eventually civil liberties will be cur- 
tailed. Conflict resolution, he argued, 
must begin with not only knowing 
where your opponent is coming from, 
but where you come from. 

In his search for his Irish heritage, 
Hayden discovered a key to the pre- 
sent: a family history with interesting 
parallels to his own life. 

He summed up that although we 
may push aside the past and try to for- 
get it, “the past won’t forget you.” 


Early retirement could 
devastate full-time fa 


By GAYLE SIMONE 
Editor 


The Early Retirement Incentive 
program threatens to shut down the 
nursing program at NECC, with six 
or seven full-time faculty members 
most likely to leave in June. 

The ERI gives full-time employ- 
ees of NECC the opportunity to retire 
after 20 years of creditable service at 
any age or 10 years of creditable ser- 
vice and 55 years of age at date of 
retirement. While nursing may be the 
hardest hit, every department could 
lose veteran professors. 


President David Hartleb 
expressed his concern at a general 
staff meeting held Jan.25. 


“Tnstitutionally we are very con- 
cerned about the number of qualified 
faculty,” Hartleb said. 

According to Hartleb, 80 percent 
of the salary for 
those faculty that 
elect to take the 
ERI goes back to 
the state and the 
college retains 
only 20 percent. 
The presidents 
of the communi- 
ty colleges are 
working with the 
Legislature and 
government con- 
tacts to change 
some of the early retirement provi- 
sions and budget cuts. The presidents 
are trying to retain 50 percent of the 
salaries lost instead of the normal 20. 

“We are going to paint very dire, 
desperate pictures of the community 
colleges with very plausible scenar- 
ios,” Hartleb said. “We are not mak- 
ing stuff up.” 

The nursing program is on the 
top of that list according to Hartleb: 
“Most of our nurses are going to 
retire and I’m going to close the pro- 


gram.” , 

He added that there is a critical 
shortage of nurses in the Merrimack 
Valley and this will greatly impact 
the community. 

When asked if he could fill the 
positions with adjunct faculty, 
Hartleb simply said no. 
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Professor Joseph P. Rizzo 


“If I hired all DCE faculty,” 
Hartleb said. “We would not have a 
credited [nursing] program.” 

Hartleb and Paul Bevilacqua, 
vice president of academic affairs, 
agree there is a shortage of full-time 
faculty on campus. 


——_—_—_¢¢—___—_ 


Institutionally we are very concerned 
about the number of qualified faculty. 


—President David Hartleb 


“Full-time faculty are the glue 
that keeps this institution together,” 
Bevilacqua said. 

According to Bevilacqua there 
are about 90 full-time faculty left on 
campus. 

“We have too few full-time fac- 
ulty. We need to hire as many as we 
can,” Bevilacqua said. “We need at 
least 100 full-time faculty, not pro- 
fessionals.” 

Bevilacqua is also eligible for the 
ERI but has not yet made a decision. 

“T think to be fair to myself I 
have to consider it,” He said. “But I 
don’t think that’s the decision I will 
make. As long as I can make an 
impact, I intend to stay.” 

Although Hartleb agrees with 
Bevilacqua that full-time faculty is 
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important, he announced at the staff 
meeting it is necessary to hire more 
part-time faculty 

Joseph P. Rizzo, professor of 
behavioral science, stated that his 
department is down to about three or 
four full-time faculty members and is 
concerned with the 
possibility of hav- 
ing more part-time 
teachers hired. 

“Part-timers are 
not treated like full- 
timers,” Rizzo said. 
“They are not 
required to hold 
office hours or to 
attend department 
meetings.” 

Rizzo explains 
that part-time facul- 
ty are not exploited, 
but they do have different expecta- 
tions. 

“They get paid to teach, they 
[colleges] won’t pay part-timers for 
office hours,” said Rizzo. “It is strict- 
ly voluntary for part-timers to hold 
office hours for their students.” 

Rizzo also expressed his percep- 
tion about administration hiring more 
part-time faculty, stating “dollars 
come first, heart comes second.” 

Rizzo claims that with part-time 
faculty the school retains both the 
tuition and fees. 

“The school takes the profit off 
each student and then they pay the 
teacher,” Rizzo said. “Since the 
school takes it off the top, they have to 
have larger classes.” 


See Early retirement, page 6 
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Quality may drop with 


retirement exodus 


The Early Retirement 
Incentive plan at Northern 
Essex may be a good thing for 
the experienced faculty of 
NECC, but for students it 
means the possibility that 
many experienced educators 
may be leaving. 

The ERI plan threatens to 
hit the nursing program at 
NECC the hardest as several 
staff members of that depart- 
ment most likely to retire after 
this semester. 

Key members of other 
departments may also be leav- 
ing Northern Essex for the 
comfort of a more relaxed 
lifestyle. 

While these teachers and 
educators have earned the 
right to retire due to their 
efforts at the school, this 
means less full-time staff 
members at a school where 
they are already in dwindling 
numbers. 

More part-time faculty are 
likely to be hired in the wave 
of full-time professors leaving. 

Even President Hartleb has 
voiced his concern of a possi- 
ble lack of qualified teachers 
at the college. 

With no full-time faculty 


members in the nursing 
department at NECC it would 
not be a credited program. 
With the lack of an accredited 
nursing program, the enroll- 
ment at Northern Essex would 
greatly decrease. 

The Observer fears that 
lower enrollment could possi- 
bly mean higher tuition prices 
for the students that due 
enroll. 

Also, with an increase in 
part-time staff, the students at 
Northern Essex would suffer. 
Part-time faculty are not 
required to keep scheduled 
office hours as are full-timers. 

Students have already 
voiced their concerns with not 
being able to find their part- 
time instructors in the past 
and an increase in their num- 
bers would add to the frustra- 
tion many already feel. 

While part-time faculty are 
an intricate part of the 
Northern Essex community, 
full-time teachers are also 
essential. Full-timers tend to 
be more experienced and to 
have the finger on the pulse of 
the college. 

Something must be done 
to ensure that there are quali- 
fied teachers in all programs 
and departments at NECC 
otherwise the college and its 
students will suffer. 
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Should we be sending 
troops to the Philippines? 


Caterina Lewis-Perry, nursing 
“No, I don’t think so. I think we are 
still working on our problems with 
Afghanistan. And money we spend 
on trying to fix other countries’ prob- 
lems we should be spending on edu- 
cation for our country.” 


Ryan Burke, journalism 

“I don’t think I know enough, but I 
think the U.S. should take care of its 
own right now.” 


Karin Cohen, business management 
“We should help them out. If we 
have the ways to help them out, we 
should.” 


David Pellerin photos 


Esther Vargas, graphic design 
“Yes, we have to help other people 


” 


out. 


Mary Wadman, faculty 

“T don’t see what good that could do. 
There is a saying, “spreading your- 
self too thin.’ ” 


Justin Peterson, /iberal arts 
“Personally, | don’t think we should 
be involved in another conflict just 
yet. If we do go in, I don’t think it 
should be a policy effort. We should 
go in, wipe out the problem and 
leave immediately after.” 
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Pentucket mishandled hazing situation 


Matthew Weymouth 
is brave for going 
public with charges 


Matthew 
Weymouth, 17, 
of Groveland 
wanted nothing 
more than to be 
on the football 
team at 
Pentucket High 
School. The boy 
had his dreams 
shattered, and 
he is now con- 
templating suing his former school 
for $3 million over a hazing incident, 
which occurred last summer at foot- 
ball camp. 

Pentucket High School has been 
defending itself against the issue, 
saying that they are not responsible 
for the hazing that occurred. 
Matthew has dropped out of school 
since the incident occurred. 


I feel that the school is partly 
responsible for the hazing that hap- 
pened to Matthew, and they should 
be held responsible for their actions. 
Pentucket may have its chance to 
defend itself and its faculty, as this 
may go to federal court. 

The coaches as well had to have 
heard of this kind of thing 
happening. Even if they 
didn’t they are still respon- 
sible since they were there 
to supervise the players at 
the camp. I understand that 
the coaches cannot be 
around to supervise every 
second of the day, but it is 
still their responsibility to 
ensure their players’ safe- 
ty— a safety that Matthew 
himself was worried about 
before the incident even occurred. 

Before joining the team, 
Matthew had heard stories of hazing 
at Pentucket before, but not of the 
magnitude that had happened to him. 
Weymouth was so worried about it 
that before he signed up he asked fac- 
ulty members if he had to worry 
about hazing. 

Also, before enrolling in summer 
camp, Matthew’s mother, Lorraine 
had sent a letter to the school asking 


Student says war is 
sometimes inevitable 


To the Editor: 


“War” is a word that nobody, 
except the aggressors, likes, as it is 
demonstrated in the letter written by 
Sheila Bailey in the Observer, Jan. 
23, 2002. She hates it, and she is not 
alone. Many among us carry the 
same sentiment, and I am no excep- 
tion. 

War not only leaves forever- 
changed landscapes in our memo- 
ries, it also tears apart families and 
creates tension among _ nations. 
Images from war haunt survivors 
forever. The impacts of it to 
whomever involved are too much to 
bear. 

However, as much as we hate 
war, it is sometimes inevitable. Take 
the “War on Terrorism” as an exam- 
ple, it is something that was brought 
onto the U.S soil. Thousands of lives 
along with a few major buildings in 
New York were taken and destroyed 
without warning. There was no offi- 
cial declaration of war to the U.S. 
The casualties on Sept. 11, 2001 are 
results of an act of terrorism. 

Bush’s administration, as the 
chosen government, has to respond 
to such premeditated murders or 
homicides. Whatever action the gov- 
ernment takes in response to this 
atrocity will signal the position 
which the U.S. holds, to the terror- 
ists, the victims’ families, the rest of 
the world, and us, the U.S. citizens. 

Our government chooses to tell 
all involved parties that it will not 
tolerate terrorism anymore, and the 
most important of all, it ensures its 
action is not for vengeance, although 
some of us would like to perceive it 
that way. 

By issuing a formal declaration 
of war on terrorists, our government 
invites the whole world to join in a 
mission to paralyze them.Under no 
argument that this is not the best way 
in dealing with such matter because 
too many things are at stake as men- 


tioned before. However, after all 
diplomatic measures failed, what 
else can the government do to restore 
order and confidence within this 
country, or even the world? 

The decision made on the “War 
on Terrorism” is a bipartisan deci- 
sion. Both political parties in the 
U.S. deemed it to be the right 
avenue; and for this reason, we, as 
ordinary citizens should respect that 
even though we may disagree with it. 
Waging a war on war will disunite 
our country and put it more at risk to 
the terrorists. 

Events happen for a reason and 
there is always a silver lining to 
every dark cloud. Afghanistan was 
an unknown country to many of us 
before the War started. The rest of 
the world had long forgotten it. 
While we were enjoying the freedom 
in this part of world, the Taliban gov- 
ernment was oppressing the 
Afghans. The country has been torn 
apart and the people there are basi- 
cally have no lives of their own. 

But now, its people are liberated. 
According to the news reporters, the 
Afghan women are gingerly regain- 
ing their social status. Money is 
pouring in to finance its rebuilding. 
Millions of people will benefit from 
this event; though, there is still fall- 
out due to politics. 

Nevertheless, this war also 
serves as a wake up call for all the 
nations on planet that we are not only 
co-existent, but are also inter-related 
and inter-dependant. Our world is 
much smaller than before. 
Globalization has shortened the dis- 
tance between the world and us. 

We are not immune to other 
country’s conflicts; when one nation 
suffers, we all suffer. 


Yours truly, 


Irene Fung 
NECC Student 


about her son’s safety before she sent 
him to the camp. In both situations 
the school reassured Matthew that he 
had nothing to worry about and his 
safety was not in danger. 

It boggles my mind that the fac- 
ulty would brush off Matthew like 
that. Matthew and his family had put 


their trust in the school and they 
completely let him down. 

This would not be the only time 
the school would let him down. 
After Matthew told the school of the 
incident, the players only got a slap 
on the wrist. The boys involved 
missed one game and got a three-day 
suspension. The Pentucket team went 
on to play in their Division’s Super 
Bowl that same season. 

Meanwhile, Matthew felt he 


could not even attend school any- 
more since the incident. Matthew 
was harassed when word got out 
about the hazing on school campus. 

It’s sad to think that Matthew is 
out of school now and the players 
that are responsible stayed on the 
team and got to go to the Super 
Bowl. 

Matthew seems to 
me to be a very brave 
kid who is doing the 
right thing by going 
public. It seems unfair 
to me to see this coura- 
geous young man being 
put in the spotlight 
while the other boys 
involved remain name- 
less. 

I think the bottom 
line is that hazing should not occur at 
high schools and while the perpetra- 
tors are responsible, the school is too. 
Before any high school athlete signs 
up on a team they are to sign a docu- 
ment that states hazing will result in 
severe consequences. In this case no 
severe consequences were suffered 
by the guilty. 

This is a law that all 
Massachusetts teams are to follow. 

Sections 17-18 of Massachusetts 


er ae 


While the perpe- 
trators are respon- 
sible, the school is 
too. 


Gerneral Laws Chapter 269, states 
faculty must have “attested acknowl- 
edgment stating that such group, 
team, or organization has received a 
copy, and agrees to comply with the 
provisions of this section.” 

The school failed to do so, and 
now it will be fascinating to see how 
they handle this. What Pentucket 
should have done is rendered a more 
severe punishment so hazing prob- 
lems will not happen in the future. 

I think Pentucket still has the 
chance to do the right thing now by 
putting an end to hazing at the school 
and appropriately dealing with the 
faculty who did not _ protect 
Matthew’s rights and his fellow stu- 
dents who violated them. 


Former Lucent employee 
is happy to be at NECC 


To the Editor: 


As you are aware, there have 
been many newcomers this semester, 
due to Lucent Technologies’ reorga- 
nization of its company. We have 
received a lot of new students enter- 
ing the college community. Lucent 
Technologies employed many of the 
valley residents with jobs. 

As for me, I thought this would 
be a place where I was to retire like 
many of the valley workers. Never in 
my wildest dreams, while stocks 
soared at a whopping $103.00 a share 
at one point, could I have imagined it 


wouid come tumbling down leaving 
some of our most well aged people 
losing funds of up to $250,000 in 
stock and climbing. 

My heart cries out to these people 
who have spent almost a lifetime 
building their futures in trust there, 
only to be completely devastated at 
the outcome. As for me, I am still 
young enough to begin my future 
over. As for them I have only sympa- 
thy, and like most of them I also have 
a mortgage to pay, and children to 
feed. 

For the young adults whose 
dreams are to also go to college, 


Tea course offered at NECC 


To the Editor: 


Enjoyed your article on tea, but 
was disappointed that the writer did 
not include anything about the non- 
credit tea course that we offer 
through Continuing Education 
Services. 

The teacher, Brenda Ghorashi, 
owns and operates Antiquiteas in 
Salem, N.H. Her tea shop is not in 
Massachusetts, but certainly closer 
than those listed. Brenda has an 
incredible background in tea. 
Having information about the 
course published in the Observer 
would have definitely helped our 
enrollment. Maybe next time. 

As I continued reading through 
this edition of the Observer, I noted 
an article on Tofu. We also offer a 
non-credit course called “Joy of 
Soy” that does a great job of intro- 
ducing newcomers to soy-based 
foods such as Tofu. 

The teachers, Gail and Paul 
King, even have a Web site and 
travel to various conventions to 


learn what is new in the world of 
soy. They are extremely enthusias- 
tic about the subject as are all of our 
non-credit teachers. They have a 
great love for whatever idea they 
offer our students. 

CES (Continuing Education 
Services) offers non-credit pro- 
grams in workforce development, 
special interest and computers. 

We encourage everyone to look 
at this semester’s brochure which 
has everything from belly dancing 
to truck driving and you can also 


check out our Web page at 
http://www.necc.mass.edu/dce/New 
%20DCE/dcetemp.shtml. 


You can also access our web- 
page from the NECC home page by 
clicking on the words “Credit and 
Non-credit Courses and Programs” 
found at the bottom of the page. 


Bonnie Doherty 
Staff Assistant/ 
Program Developer 


these are dreams that need to also be 
funded at a price. At any cost I’ve 
decided to join the Necco communi- 
ty, and I would like to say how very 
proud I am at what a wonderful and 
trendy, smart and respectful group of 
young people I have met. I am excit- 
ed to say I am looking forward to not 
only learning their opinions on us 
older folks, but sharing some of my 
life’s lessons with them...so thanks 
Necco for welcoming a new age. 


Yours truly, 
Kathleen Gray 
NECC student 


Send a letter 
to the 


Observer. 


Send Email to: 
observer@necc.mass.edu 
Or drop letters off in our 
newsroom, F-129, 
Behrakis Student Center 
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US detainees are 
far from tortured 


Since the events of Sept. 11 the 
citizens of the United States have 
been provided with world and 
domestic news from various media 
outlets. It seems like every week 
there is a new story grabbing the 
headlines. Every time we flip on 
CNN, MSNBC, 96.9, WRKO, or 
any Internet search page, we are 
overwhelmed by the plethora of the 
new provided. 

This past week Americans have 
been inundated with the news 
reports of European Union groups, 
Amnesty International, and other 
bleeding heart liberals, accusing the 
United States Government of tortur- 
ing captured al-Qaeda and Taliban 
soldiers. 

Pictures of shackled prisoners 
being led blind folded and ear- 
muffed have captured the sentiment 
of the politically correct crowd. 

Chris Patten, the European 
Union’s external relations commis- 
sioner, was quoted as saying, “The 
West risks losing support if it mis- 
treats prisoners. That would be a 
way of losing international support 
and losing the moral high ground. 

Spiro Pappadopolous, a 
Manhattan native said, “He (Patten) 
is a wimpy ultraliberal product of his 
own imagination, | am dismayed by 
his statements. There can be no loss 
of moral high ground in a battle 
against people who do not value 
human life, either their own or that 
of innocent millions.” 

Pappadopolous is right; Patten’s 
accusations are absolutely ludicrous. 
It can certainly be argued that the 
detainees are upgrading their living 
standards in their Cuban cells. Think 
about it; these depraved savages are 
allowed to bathe and are fed three 
culturally appropriate meals a day. 
They each have a copy of the Koran, 
are allowed to write letters and are 
on a Caribbean island instead of a 
filthy cave in the cold Afghan 
Winter. 

Could someone please tell me 
where the US is guilty of torture? Is 
the US transporting these prisoners 
any different than they would nor- 
mally transport prisoners at an 
American, minimum-security 
prison? 

Does anyone remember how 
accused child-killer and the most 
famous nanny since Mary Poppins, 
Louise Woodward, was transported 
to and from? Let me remind you, she 
was moved around manacled and in 
ankle cuffs. Don’t you think such 
treatment is appropriate when deal- 
ing with these barbarians? 
Pappadopolous, who witnessed the 
Sept. 11 attacks first hand said, 
“These are the same people (the 
detainees) who after surrendering, 
decided to keep fighting. If it means 
that they have to be tied up, tie them 
up. If it means that you have to move 
them away to protect American sol- 
diers guarding them, move them. If 
you have to keep them outside 
(something new for them) then you 
keep them outside.” 

Pappadopolous is correct; the 
detainees have brought this treat- 
ment upon themselves. Perhaps the 
US was a bit naive when they trans- 
ported these ferocious “humans” in a 
civilized manner. Do Amnesty 
International and Patten’s European 
Union forget what happened in 
Mazhar-Isharif on Nov. 25? To 


Most of the people 
making these claims 
have bottled up their 
anti-American senti- 
ments. 


review events of that day, al-Qaeda 
and Taliban prisoners escaped the 
prison, killing a CIA agent and 
wounding others in the process. 
Does this type of action not justify 
the use of shackles, goggles, and ear- 
muffs? Detainees have not been shy 
about their desire to kill and destroy 
Americans. One detainee even did 
his best Mike Tyson impersonation, 
and bit a US soldier. 

In my opinion, the issue is dis- 
proportionately resonant with a 
vocal minority. Most of the people 
making these claims have bottled up 
their anti-American sentiments since 
the events of Sept. 11. 

The accusations of inhumane 
treatment simply provide these 
whacko’s with a pedestal to voice 
their displeasure with US policies 
and actions. Despite the barrage of 
complaints, US Defense Secretary, 
Donald Rumsfeld (does anyone give 
a better press conference than 
“Rummy”) insists that detainees are 
being treated fairly. 

In a recent press conference, 
Rumsfield said “The treatment of the 
detainees in Guantanamo Bay is 
proper, and it is fully consistent with 
international conversations.” 

I wonder what type of treatment 
our boys and gals would receive if 
they were captured by al-Qaeda or 
Taliban soldiers? Do you think they 
would receive three culturally 
appropriate meals a day, a copy of 
the bible, the opportunity to write 
home, and receive a shower on a 
Caribbean island? 

The people who are concerned 
with the alleged inhumane treatment 
of the detainees need to remind 
themselves of the damage that these 
savages inflicted. The memories of 
Sept. 11 have faded in the minds of 
many but they should never be for- 
gotten. 

Pappadopolous says “I wish that 
they [accusers of torture] were here 
in NYC when thousands of people 
lost friends, the stench of innocent 
bodies decomposing wafted over the 
city, and every day firefighters 
pulled pieces of their brothers, 
fathers, and friends out of the rub- 
ble.” 

As Americans, and more impor- 
tantly, civilized people, we should 
never forget the pictures of family 
members holding photographs of 
their loved ones, hoping, and pray- 
ing that they survived. 

I cannot stop thinking of the 
thousands of children who do not 
understand why mommy or daddy 
are never coming home. The images 
of those two beautiful towers crum- 
bling and knowing that innocent 
people were dying in that instant, 
will never escape our minds. 

I hope the next time these liberal 
groups or anyone makes accusations 
of torture, they think about the dam- 
age that these animals caused to our 
nation and it’s psyche. Earmuffs, 
shackles, and goggles never killed 
anyone, 
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Cardinal Law should resign in 
shame over sex abuse scandal 


When is 
the line 
Cor Ousesmend 
between some- 
one practicing 
their beliefs 
and doing what 
is morally 
right? 

This ques- 
tion has been 
at the forefront 
of the media lately and is causing 
the religious community of 
America to be looked at as some- 
thing foreign, not sure whether to 
really trust it. The sad thing is that 
the religious community used to be 
looked at, as a kind of haven from 
the rest of the world’s problems, but 
now has issues of it’s own. 

John Geoghan, a defrocked 
Roman Catholic priest, is now in 
jail after being found guilty of inde- 
cent assault and battery on a minor. 
The jury handed in its verdict on 
Jan. 18, and Geoghan faces up to 
ten years in prison. Geoghan was a 
member of the Boston diocese for 
three decades and _ reportedly 
molested and sexually assaulted 
over 130 people, many of them 
small boys. 

Cardinal 


Bernard Law, the 


Roman Catholic Archdiocese of 
Boston, allegedly knew of these 
assaults as far back as 1984. Instead 
of removing Geoghan, he placed 
him in three different churches as a 
priest, never acknowledging the 
abuse. Geoghan was placed at St. 
Julia’s Church in Weston in 1984 
where the assault he was convicted 
of occurred in 1992. 

To many people, the fact that 
Law kept his mouth shut about the 
incidents makes him just as guilty 
as Geoghan. Many people have 
called for his resignation, but Law 
refuses to step down from his posi- 
tion. 

Now even though I am not par- 
ticularly religious, I do respect reli- 
gion and other people’s rights to 
believe in a higher power. It is a 
person’s right to believe in whatev- 
er they want and to practice the 
beliefs they see fit. 

However, the fact of the matter 
is that sometimes these rights must 
be overridden for the greater good. 
Law knowingly harbored a child- 
molester in his diocese for over a 
decade, allowed him to molest 
dozens of children, and did nothing 
about it. 

In my mind, Law is the only 
reason Geoghan molested so many 
children. Had he brought the issue 
to light earlier, authorities in the 
church and law enforcement would 


place to place blame. This is blather 


‘old men either. ~~ 


have able to prevent many more 
assaults from occurring. What 
Geoghan did was horrible, but 
Cardinal Law covering it up is 
absolutely reprehensible. He is 
more at fault than even Geoghan is. 

People are arguing whether he 
should step down from his position 
in the Archdiocese like it’s an | 
option. It should not be an option. If 
Law chooses to keep his position, 
he should be giving his sermons 
from a jail cell. The man belongs in 
prison. 

Law is using the argument that 
God should be the one to punish 
Geoghan; saying that it wasn’t his 


from a man who doesn’t want to be 
held responsible for his actions, 
from a man who did wrong and 
doesn’t want to face the conse- 
quences for his actions. He uses his 
religion as an excuse for what he 
did. He says that God doesn’t want 
him to place blame. Well, I’m very 
sure that God doesn’t want 10-year- 
old boys being groped and raped by 

If Law truly is a religious man, 
a man who believes in God and the 
preaching of the Bible, then he 
already knows what awaits him. 
You might want to wear a pair of 
shorts, Cardinal Law; it can get 
awfully hot where you're heading. 


Friendship over crab rangoon 


Meag Shea is the one of the best 
friends somebody could ask for. She’s 
one of the friends that you can go 
without seeing for months on end, but 
when you see them again, the conver- 
sation picks up like it was left off the 
day before. She’s one of the best. 
Most constant friends, I believe I'll 
ever have. 

I first met Meag in my senior year 
of high school during an art class. We 
sat across from each other at the 
workbench in the corner of the class 
and ended up goofing off more than 
stenciling and shading. My friend 
Matt had dated her previously, so we 
got to talking a lot about him and 
eventually everything else we could 
think of. Our conversations over the 
past few years have included every- 
thing from crab rangoon to the 
Spanish Inquisition. 

As one of my best friends, she has 
had to put up with a lot of crap from 
me, since I can be a very hard person 
to deal with, but she always weath- 
ered the storm. Even though I may 
not talk to her as much as | should, I 
plan on sending this article to her 
instead of the usual bi-monthly phone 
call. She remains an important part of 
my life, even though lots of other peo- 
ple from my high school career have 
drifted away. Hopefully she’ll be 
there for a long time yet and continue 
to reek of awesomeness. 

This next section might be a little 
touchy for some people, but it is 
meant only in a good way. Lots of 
people have things that are wrong 
with them, physically or mentally. 


There are all sorts of crippling dis- 
eases that effect the human body and 
the human mind. 

I have been noticing these people 
a lot more lately than ever before, 
most likely because I have spent a 
large amount of time in the hospital 
visiting one of my friends the last few 
months. These people are abundant 
here, like rabbits in a meadow. 


The great thing about these peo- 
ple is that there is always a chance to 
overcome the obstacle they’ re facing. 
I don’t care if they find that drugs or 
therapy works for them, the point is 
that they overcome or are in the 
process. Everything takes time, but 
these people are determined to live 
their lives to the fullest. Overcoming 
adversity reeks of awesomeness. 

Football is a pretty cool sport and 
I’m glad to see that New England has 
some championship gold. The Pats 
got lucky in my opinion, but unfortu- 


and the Spanish Inquisition 


natly I put money on the Rams since 
they’re the better team. I can see hav- 


ing pride in a local sports team, but 


some people take it to a disgusting 
extreme. For instance, during the 
game against the Raiders it was snow- 
ing at Foxboro and people were there 
shirtless and painted bright blue. 
Shirtless in sub-zero temperatures, 
that’s a smart thing to do, especially if 
you want that blue tint to you’re skin 
to stay for several days. Getting frost- 
bite doesn’t show any support for 
your team, it just shows how stupid 
most sports fans are. 

These guys are not really the ones 
I want to be taking off their shirts any- 
way. It seems to me that only half the 
game is now actual gameplay. There 
are way too many fat, beer-gutted, 
drunk, construction workers being 
shown now. I tune in to see Bledsoe 
and Brady, not a rowdy, belching man 
with an oversized foam finger and 
pieces of sauerkraut from his hot dog 
stuck in his chest hair. 

Football reeks of awesomeness. 
Fat drunks in facepaint don’t. 


Page 5 NECC Observer 


Feb 6, 2002 


What good is a rule 
that’s not enforced? 


Despite signs, eating 
in classrooms is 
widespread at NECC 


Most students try to do their 
best. We go to class, try to be on 
time, follow the rules, and be polite 
to everyone. There is a general 
understanding among people about 
why certain rules exist:for order, 
peace, and sometimes to preserve the 
environment. 

Keeping this in mind, take a look 
around each classroom in NECC. 
_You will see a sign that says, “No 
food, No drink, No smoking.” After 
observing this sign, look around the 
room again and take notice of how 
many students are either eating or 
drinking. In some cases the instruc- 
tor him/herself is eating or drinking. 

Are these people rebels for 
breaking this rule? There has never 
been any notice taken by anyone in 
authority toward this “problem.” If 
no one notices or no one cares, why 
do the rules exist? Asking students 
around campus, after pointing out 
this “problem,” the majority either 
said they don’t care, or they 
acknowledged it and soon changed 
the subject for lack of interest. 

If this problem were with the 
“No Smoking” signs, I’m sure 
everyone would be noticing and 
have a comment on it. The difference 


is smoking is harmful to your health, 
even if you’re not the one doing the 
smoking. These signs serve a good 
purpose, but the “No food, No drink” 
signs are being ignored and do not 
serve particularly good purpose. 
They are on the walls reminding us 
of what it is like to be a grade school 
student. 

I’m sure when the signs were 
first put up the rules were enforced 
somewhat regularly. Over time the 
rules have been thrown by the way 
side. Is the rule even reasonable 
anymore? With classes early in the 
morning, few people can handle it 
without a coffee by their side. Also, 
some students have schedules that 
place classes back to back with lit- 
tle room for a break. Bringing food 
to class could be their only supple- 
ment for many hours. It’s under- 
standable the professors and 
instructors would start ignoring the 
rule. 

The rule was probably created 
to keep the rooms of the college 
clean. The rooms are clean, even 
without the rule being enforced. My 
point is the rule has become useless 
and is gathering dust quickly. 

The school is always looking 
for new rules that are fair and keep 
students and faculty safe and happy. 
If the powers that be intend to do so, 
they should look into cleaning out 
some of the more out of date rules 
from years past. 

The last thing we need is for 
this rule to be enforced again leav- 
ing many people in some minor 
trouble, but trouble just the same. 
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Back-door politics: Bush pushes 
proposal to classify fetus as child 


Reprinted from Iowa State Daily 
newspaper, Iowa State U. 


AMES, Iowa ((U-WIRE) The 
Bush administration is pushing a 
health care proposal that would clas- 
sify a developing fetus in the womb 
as an unborn child, arguing that this 
will enable pregnant women to 


Parking is a problem for students, 
and my memories of Booboo Kitty 


NORMA VITALE 


Hello and 
welcome to my 
column, “Blah, 
Blah, Blah.” I 
am so excited 
to have my own 
column where I 
can complain 
and talk about 
issues. From 
school and 
everyday types 
of issues to important and even 
humorous topics. This is not a col- 
umn to hurt and insult or cause harm. 
I hope this opinion column will help 
others to learn about, understand, and 
think of certain issues. Even find 
some issues to chuckle at. I’m hoping 
everyone who reads this opinion col- 
umn will enjoy it. If you also have an 
issue you want to gripe about and 
want to contribute, you can contact 
me at Faeriemagik@darksites.com 
or drop me a note at the newsroom. 
Gripe issues for this week are ‘No 
Spaces Left’ and ‘Ode to my Booboo 
Kitty.’ 

No Spaces Left 

Last week on Jan. 23, finding a 
parking space at NECC was horrible. 
In both the front and the back park- 
ing lots not a single space was to be 
found. Many students drove around 


in circles trying to find a space, 
myself being one of them. Students 
had to make their own parking space 
up. I found an area in the lot next to 
some cars that weren’t even parked 
in the lines correctly. So I thought, 
“Well, there is enough space for one 
more car. I guess it’s ok.” I was 
already 20 minutes late for my class. 

When I went 
to my car later I 
noticed it had an 


hood toy, Booboo Kitty. Soft-white- _ 


fluffy fur, with her little bell at the 
end of her tail which I so loved to 
ring. Now she’s grayed, lost her lus- 
ter, stuffing, and right eye. I couldn’t 
figure why I kept her until I threw 
her into the trash, then went diving in 
to retrieve her. I felt like I threw a 
best friend away. 

I had so many 
great adventures 
with Booboo 


orange _ sticker 

on the driver’s window informing me 
I had parked in an illegal spot. One 
more of these warnings and my car 
will be towed. I found other cars with 
these stickers on them. I lost count of 
how many, but it looked like 30 cars 
or so. I can understand why many 
cars were tagged for blocking other 
cars, but there were many cars not in 
the way. I didn’t see any ‘no parking’ 
signs near by, so why couldn’t they 
park there? 

This is an issue for the school to 
solve. If students come across a day 
in which there are no spaces to be 
found, security should help direct 
those who need to park. Students 
won’t be late for their classes and 
security won’t have to go around tag- 
ging each car. It will be helpful to us 
all. 

Ode to My Booboo Kitty 

I just recently cleaned out my 
closet and came across my old child- 


Kitty. We played 
board games, pretended to be pirates 
and dressed up. During colds and 
sickness, she was always there to 
make me feel batter. During family 
fights and hard times, she always 
comforted me. I know, she’s a toy, 
but she was my best friend back then. 
Friends have come and friends have 
gone. Booboo always stayed, mainly 
because she got lost in the depths of 
my closet. 

There are some childhood toys 
you just get rid of. Others you 
haven’t got the heart to leave. 
Booboo Kitty was my first stuffed 
animal and my only playmate. 

I hate keeping old things, but I'll 
make an exception for Booboo. 
Safely packed away in a shoebox, 
Booboo Kitty has her little place in 
the attic. She’ Il always be there to fill 
me with childhood memories of tag, 
hopscotch, and rolling in the autumn 
leaves. 


receive better prenatal care. The plan 
will make the fetus eligible for 
health care under the Children’s 
Health Insurance Program (CHIP). 

Immediately, and rightfully so, 
the criticism started. Abortion rights 
supporters say the proposal is an 
attempt to criminalize abortion thin- 
ly disguised as a way to provide 
health care to poor women. They say 
it is the first step in establishing per- 
sonhood for a fetus, and if the feder- 
al government establishes person- 
hood for a fetus, then any abortion 
becomes murder punishable in the 
same way as any other murder. In 
short, this move by the administra- 
tion is one to begin the process of 
overturning Roe v. Wade, ending 
legal abortions in this country. 

The administration’s “health 
care for pregnant women” mantra is 
nothing more than a smokescreen. 
When President Bush made his high- 
ly controversial stem-cell decision, 
the religious right, a big reason Bush 
got elected, was outraged. This deci- 
sion now is nothing more than 
appeasement to the pressure those 
interests have put on the administra- 
tion in the months since the stem- 
cell decision. 

If the administration truly cared 
about providing prenatal care to poor 
pregnant mothers, there are other 
ways, more logical ways, of doing it 
than reclassifying a fetus. 

If the Bush administration is 
going to give health care insurance 
benefits to poor pregnant women, 


come out and do it. Extend 
Medicaid. Allow the women to 
receive the care they need during the 
months of their pregnancy. 

But it’s more convenient for the 
administration to extend the CHIP 
program, which wasn’t designed for 
adults. That way, the child is cov- 
ered, but technically, the mother 
isn’t. The mother is more than just a 
carrying vessel for the fetus. The 
health of the mother will determine 
the health of the child. 

Our nation has a problem with 
health care. Tens of millions of peo- 
ple are without adequate health 
insurance coverage, and pregnant 
women are included in that number. 
Why not work toward bettering the 
system? Why not extend Medicaid 
benefits? There are other options for 
the administration other than a 
reclassification of a fetus. And the 
administration knows that. 

The move is a dangerous slip- 
pery slope. How long will it be 
before the first abortion doctor is put 
on trial for murder? How long before 
Roe v. Wade falls? 

This back-door method by the 
administration is nothing more than 
an attempt to undermine the rights of 
women. It reeks of political influ- 
ence and partisan politics. 

Poor women aren’t a concern. If 
they were, if the Bush administration 
truly and sincerely cared about the 
health of these women, something 
more would be done than political 
trickery. 


Need Extra Cash??? 
Are you a caring person? 
Our company needs you! 
Night and weekend shifts available 


at our residential programs in Newburyport 
and Merrimack Valley areas. 
Call human resources at (978) 685-2151 
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Bonjourno brothers and sis- 
| ters. My name is Pete Edgerly 
and I am the neurotic Co-News 
Editor for the Observer. 
Currently | am in my last semes- 
ter at NECC and at the conclu- 
sion I will have succeeded in 
obtaining a Graphic Design 
Associates Degree. After my 
departure, I will be attending art 
school to pursue a Bachelor’s 
Degree in photography with a 
focus in photojournalism. 

When I am not being the 
Journalist Oracle, | am playing 
musak or enjoying Mother 
Nature at her best. She can really 
be a harbinger of precarious ele- 


ments. I also am passionate for fine steaks and other beef products. One 
might call me a connoisseur of fine bovine. 

I hope to represent my fellow students responsibly and accurately. 
Please feel free to share with me story ideas, opinions, or anything else 
you deem important for me to know. I can be reached via email at 
aeiouandsometimesy@hotmail.com. 


Early retirement 


Continued from page | 


Rizzo said that the requirement to 
have a class is a minimum of 16 stu- 
dents. 

“Tf you don’t make the numbers, 
they cancel the class.” 

According to Rizzo, other col- 
leges have been filling full-time posi- 
tions regularly. 

“Part-timers is a quirky NECC 
kind of thing,” said Rizzo. 

Other faculty members share 
Rizzo’s concerns. 

Peter Flynn, professor of behav- 
ioral science, is one of them. 

“Part-time faculty come and go 

-so-frequently_in the Behavioral 
Science area, I can’t learn all their 
names,” Flynn said in a published 
editorial for MCCC News. 

Flynn also said, “It seems to me 
that the decreased role of full-time 
faculty and the resulting fragmenta- 
tion of departments and programs 
will ultimately have a negative effect 
on educational quality.” 

Hartleb said on the cost side it is 
more beneficial to have part-timers, 
but it’s not much of an incentive any- 
more. The goal of the college accord- 


Speak 
your 
mind 


send letters to: 
observer@necc.mass.edu 


ing to Hartleb, “is to offer courses to 
all students who want to come here. 
We have to bulk up on part-time fac- 
ulty to compensate.” 

Hartleb said the college cares 
about the quality of teaching on cam- 
pus. 

“We need a critical mass of full- 
time faculty to have a quality pro- 
gram,” said Hartleb. “They develop 
the curriculum, update and worry 
about the whole program. They talk 
to the outside community to find out 
what is needed.” 

Although the college offered 100 
fewer classes this semester, enroll- 
ment is up according to Hartleb. 

“We generally believe 20-24 stu- 
dents are very teachable,” Hartleb 
said. 

Rizzo does not agree. 

“Best schools in the country have 
the smallest classes,” Rizzo said. 

The deadline to put in for early 
retirement is Feb. 15. Hartleb said 
he should receive the number of 
faculty members around Mar. 15. 
Each applicant has the right to with- 
draw his or her decision to retire by 
June 15. 


Faculty explains terrorism 


By PETE EDGERLY 
News Editor 


Since September 11, the word 
terrorism has a new meaning to all 
Americans and perhaps to all citizens 
of the world. On Jan. 30, members of 
the NECC faculty held a forum to 
discuss the war on terrorism. Panel 
members gave information on civil 
liberties, intelligence, security, and 
the history of the United States in the 
Middle East. Panel members includ- 
ed Arthur Barlas, Bill Heineman, and 
Gerry Morin, who are of the history 
and government department, and 
Terry Kalil and Carol Liebman of the 
criminal justice department. Their 
purpose was to enlighten and inform 
all who were there. 

The forum began with a brief 
explanation by Gerry Morin of the 
tumultuous past the Middle East has 
scene. He explained the European 
and Western World has far surpassed 
the Middle East with the enlighten- 
ment and technological advances. 
Religion is still running the state and 
therefore growth is difficult or 
impossible. ; 

“T think what it needs is a refor- 
mation,” Morin said. 

He went on to explain how a sep- 
aration from church and state would 
be very beneficial to Muslim coun- 
tries. In many areas, women are per- 
secuted and education is controlled 
by the government forcing many to 
look elsewhere for a good education. 
Arthur Barlas added by saying stu- 
dents fight terrorism everyday by 
being in classes and learning. Proper 
education will help everyone under- 


stand the world. 

Barlas also went on with a brief 
history of our government’s role in 
the Middle East. He said for 200 
years, the Western World has domi- 
nated other parts of the world and 
this has caused many Middle 
Easterners to be quite sensitive. 
Barlas pointed out their memories of 
hard ship run just as deep and per- 
haps longer than ours. In 1948, the 
country of Israel was established 
leaving thousands of Palestinians as 
refugees. In 1953, the U.S. overthrew 
Iran because of oil. 

“Whenever the U.S. is involved 
in the Middle East, it’s to protect our 
oil interest,” Barlas said. He noted 
this as the reason so many Arabs dis- 
like America. 

“The world is killing itself and 
we need to be idealistic,” Barlas said. 
“We need to make good so Osama 
Bin Laden has no argument.” 

Now we understand the anger of 
the Middle East, now we need to 
understand why it happened. Bill 
Heineman, who used to work for the 
CIA, shared his knowledge to pro- 
vide an explanation and a future out- 
look on intelligence in the U.S. He 
said intelligence only can take a 
small part of the blame. There is an 
enormous amount of information out 
there and it takes many people to 
process and evaluate. He points to 
this as the major flaw in preventing 
September 11. 

“Counter terrorism work is 
hard,” explained Heineman. 

He also said terrorism has not 
been high on the list of concerns and 
too much money was spent on fur- 


thering the technological side of 
intelligence, rather than on people to 
go out into the world to gain infor- 
mation. Homeland defense was 
ignored because of costs and incon- 
veniences. Heineman said this is now 
changing, but we will never be total- 
ly safe anywhere. 

So, where do we stand with U.S. 
security? Carol Liebman says it 
depends on, “how much freedom you 
are willing to give up to be safe.” She 
pointed out National I.D. cards, less 
freedom of speech, and the govern- 
ment reading mail and listen in on 
phone conversations as ways that our 
freedoms can be lessened to be more 
safe. Most Americans will support 
limits on freedom and have in the 
past. She added that if we deny our- 
selves freedom to be safe, then the 
terrorists will win. : 

Terry Kalil reiterated that people 
are willing to give up freedom to be 
safe. He said in California the mili- 
tary were guarding bridges to prevent 
further attacks. Kalil also noted secu- 
rity staff in airports are not paid 
much and do not go through much 
training. Many people believe police 
and military should be doing security 
at airports across the board. 

We are a long way from figuring 
out exactly how we can prevent 
future attacks. Perhaps education and 
understanding is all we need. Perhaps 
we need more than that. The faculty 
here at NECC seems to think we 
need both, but we will never be safe. 
The United States has a long road 
ahead and we must do whatever it 
takes to live as peacefully as possi- 
ble. 


NECC faculty panel addressing issues concerning the war on terror. 


Kory Wagner photo 


Panel members educate their audience during a Faculty Forum on Jan. 30. 
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Faculty member expresses her 
concern Over campus security 


New security policies 
will be implemented 
as result of complaint 


By GAYLE SIMONE 
Editor 


NECC will implement a new pol- 
icy to issue photo IDs to all full-time 
employees after a simple question 
was asked by a faculty member, why 
doesn’t security question anyone in 
our buildings during off hours? 

Cynthia Crivaro, professor of 
Behavioral Science, complained to 
the college’s administration that any- 
one can walk into any of our build- 
ings and not be questioned by securi- 


“T had been on campus many 
times during the break,” Crivaro 
said. “No one questioned me about 
being in the building.” 

Crivaro does not feel she is being 


paranoid about these issues. 

“I am much more concerned 
about it now, since Sept. 11,” Crivaro 
said. “There are only two security 
guards on campus on the weekends, 
yet there are four buildings open.” 

During a meeting with Mark 
Andrews, vice president of adminis- 
tration, Crivaro, suggested identifica- 
tion badges be issued to faculty. 
Andrew’s agreed. 

“We are checking IDs now,” 
Andrews said. “If you are on campus 
at 11:30 Saturday night, security will 
ask to see a photo ID.” 

Andrews stated in an interview, 
Jan. 29, that administration will 
cover the cost of the IDs. 

“It’s also a spirit builder. They 
say ‘I’m here, I have arrived’,” 
Andrews said. “They [faculty] 
should feel proud they are an 
employee and they are valued.” 

During an evening event Crivaro 
tried to reach security by dialing the 
security office, extension 3689, but 
was unable to reach anyone for over 


an hour. 

“When you call security and they 
are not in the office, they do not get 
the call,” Crivaro said. “The machine 
doesn’t give a forwarding number to 
call.” 

Andrews explained the situation 
saying the college has challenged 


are doing their jobs,” Andrews said. 

Andrews also said security can 
be reached by dialing extension 
3000, which is the campus operator, 
who can contact security via walkie- 
talkie. 

“All high traffic areas on cam- 
pus, such as the Registrar, Bursar’s 


(ee Se 


I had been on campus many 
times during the break. No one 


questioned me. 


—Professor Cynthia Crivaro 


security to stay out of the office and 
walk their details. 
“Tf they are not in the office, they 


NECC faculty members 
nominated for NISOD 
excellence awards 


Five professors to be 
honored at national 
conference on teaching 
and leadership 


Five NECC professors are 
recipients of national awards recog- 
nizing their outstanding service and 
teaching excellence. 

Professors Susan Sanders, Jim 
Murphy, Linda Murphy, Paulette 
Redmond and Bernice Richards 
will receive excellence awards 
from the National Institute for Staff 
and Organizational Development 
(NISOD) at the Conference on 
Teaching and Leadership 
Excellence in Austin, Texas in May 
26-29. 

Sanders is the chairperson of 
the Department of Fine and 
Performing Arts, Philosophy, and 
Religion. She has also served as 
coordinator of the theater program 
at Northern Essex for the past 15 
years. Over the past 25 years she 
has taught numerous courses 
including public speaking, English 
composition I and II, several the- 
ater electives, and a variety of liter- 
ature courses. She has also served 
as faculty advisor to the Top Notch 
Players, who have won several 
American Theatre awards. 

“She has maintained the energy 
and enthusiasm necessary to create 
new courses and curriculum at the 
college and has maintained excel- 
lent student evaluation in all acade- 
mic disciplines,” said Chet 


Hawrylciw, NECC associate dean 
of Humanities, Social Sciences and 
Human Service Professions. 

Murphy has been a part-time 
faculty member in Humanities, 
Social Sciences, and Human 
Service Professions for the past 10 
years. He has taught courses in act- 
ing, scene study and public speak- 
ing. 

“In the classroom, Jim has 
shown that he is creative and an 
enthusiastic teacher, who has the 
ability to work well with students 
of all ages and abilities, “ said 
Hawrylciw in his recommendation. 

Linda Murphy has had more 
than 20 years of distinguished 
teaching and instructional leader- 
ship at NECC, first as a part-time 
professional staff person working 
in the math center and as a valued 
adjunct - and later as the math cen- 
ter coordinator. She has made 
numerous contributions that have 
significantly improved the quality 
of instruction and support service in 
the developmental math area. 

“In the classroom, Linda is 
always at the top in student and 
supervisor evaluations. Linda’s 
classes are the first to fill, because 
students know Linda will do every- 
thing in her power to help them 
succeed,” wrote Hawrylciw in his 
nomination. 

Paulette Redmond possesses a 
great deal of versatility. She has 
effectively taught mathematics 
from the developmental level of 
basic math through calculus. In 
1998 she assumed the leadership 
position of department chair of 
mathematics and has continued to 
grow both professionally and as a 


teacher. 

“Students have remarked that 
she has the ability to reduce diffi- 
cult concepts to simple, easy to 
understand examples and to use 
manipulatives in the classroom in 
ways that effectively instill under- 
standing of difficult mathematical 
concepts,” said Ed DeSchuytner, 
associate dean for Math, Science, 


Technology, and Health 
Professions. 

Bernice Richards taught at 
NECC during the ‘70s_ while 


employed as a science teacher in 
the Haverhill public schools. She 
left to raise her family, but returned 
in the 1990s to teach part time. She 
was instrumental in developing an 
alternative approach to teaching 
content-laden courses to ESL stu- 
dents attending the college. She has 
revamped her presentation of the 
three-credit human biology course 
and later was responsible for devel- 
oping the one-credit human biology 
laboratory course. 

“She has a friendly and 
approachable demeanor that 
enables her to explain material to 
students in a manner that they can 
relate to, while still providing 
enough of a challenge to keep the 
class stimulating,” said 
DeSchuytner in his nomination. 

NISOD, founded in 1978, is a 
consortium of colleges and univer- 
sities that share a commitment to 
support worldwide excellence in 
teaching and learning. Also com- 
mitted to teaching excellence, the 
NECC Foundation, Inc. will pro- 
vide travel expenses for the hon- 
ored faculty members to attend the 
conference in May. 


office, and the campus operator, have 
walkie-talkies to reach security,” 
Andrews said. 


Andrews is looking into having 
the answering machine explain what 
extension to call if security cannot be 
reached. 

Crivaro’s concerns had started 
back in early December after $1500 
worth of textbooks were stolen from 
faculty mailboxes in Spurk. 

Since then Andrews has imple- 
mented new policies for mail deliv- 
ery to faculty. 

“Loads of books will be brought 
to a office where someone can sign 
for them,” Andrews said. “They will 
be kept locked in the office and fac- 
ulty will be notified they have 
arrived.” 

Glen Beal, chief of security on 
campus, invited Crivaro, who has a 
masters degree in criminal justice, to 
do a security walk with him so that 
she can make suggestions. But 
Crivaro has no free time. 

“That would be great if they 
could find someone to teach my 
classes,” Crivaro said. 


MASSPIRG hopes 
Open Space project 
is a cakewalk 


Activists will present 
cake with signatures 
to Legislature 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor 


Only a week into the new 
semester, MASSPIRG is already 
off and running as they collect sig- 
natures for their Open Space 
Project. 

MASSPIRG is a non-profit, 
non-partisan research and advocacy 
group that propose liberal solutions 
that work on behalf of consumers, 
the environment, and good govern- 
ment in Massachusetts, according 
to their website. 

The MASSPIRG Open Space 
Project is a program dedicated to 
protecting the Massachusetts envi- 
ronment from over development. 

According to organization liter- 
ature, private development in 
Massachusetts threatens the spaces 
that Massachusetts citizens have 
put aside to preserve, including 
publicly owned woods, ponds, 
forests, habitats for endangered 
species, and clean water supplies 
for both animals and humans. 

MASSPIRG hopes to gain con- 
trol over these areas in order to pro- 
tect them from over development. 

The Open Space Project is 
being presented to NECC students 
by Maureen Traughber. 

“This program will help to pro- 
tect our parks and forests,” said 
Traughber. 


“We are especially trying to 
bring attention to Massachusetts 
Senate bill 1109 through Senate 
President Tom Birmingham.” 

“There will be a big event on 
Feb. 22, where we are going to 
Boston to present a large cake. The 
cake will have all of the signatures 
we collect from Northern Essex and 
other chapters displayed on tooth- 
picks. We want to send the message 
that passing the bill is a piece of 
cake.” 

“{ don’t think you should cut 
down trees, because that’s where 
animals live,” said Laura Jones, a 
MASSPIRG volunteer. 

“Seriously, trees help filter out 
environmental pollutants in the air, 
land, and water and replace them 
with oxygen. Considering asthma 
rates are up 40 percent in children, 
I don’t think we can afford to keep 
destroying large amounts of land 
that help these kids breathe better 
and lead normal lives.” 

The Senate bill 1109 states that 
it is “an act to protect the natural 
and historic resources of the com- 
monwealth” and “Massachusetts 
lands are a vital and indispensable 
public and natural resource, and 
therefore, there shall be no net loss 
of lands or easements taken or 
acquired for public resource as a 
result of any disposition.” 

Any students or faculty mem- 
bers interested in finding out more 
are invited to find out more about 
the Open Door Project or other 
MASSPIRG activities by visiting 
the MASSPIRG_ website at 
pirg.org/masspirg or contacting 
your local MASSPIRG representa- 
tive. 
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Deatiline for 
nominations 
? is February 


7 Sth! 


5 Reasons to get involved: 


eVieet other students! 
_eFree giveaways! 

eMeet the college 
administration! 
eParticipate in 
community service 
opportunities! 

eLooks good on resume! 


Tel: 978 556 3731 


Student Senate 
Positions Now 
Available 


Are you interested in getting involved on 
campus? 

Are you interested in learning more about 
parliamentary procedure? 


The NECC Student 
Senate is now looking 
for 13 interested 
students to get 
involved. The time 
commitment is 
minimal, and the 
requirements include: 
e Attending Weekly Meetings 

e Holding regular office hours 

° Seapine: in other meetings, as needed 


Interested students must have at least a 
2.25 GPA and have registered for a minimum 
of 6 credits. 


For more information, please stop by the | 
Student Activities & Orientation Department. 


Haverhill Campus, Behrakis Center, F133 
Lawrence Campus, Dimitry Building, L133 
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Meet Ivan Boles, 
music man 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor 


Ivan Boles loves music. 

“Music is sweet. 1 love it. I have 
infinite music flowing through my 
mind and I need to get it out.” said 
Boles. 

Boles is a 24-year-old music 
major who is currently attending his 
third semester at Northern Essex. A 
six-year guitar veteran, Boles also 
plays percussion and is a member of 
thes = | NWECC Music Club’s 
Performance Ensemble. Between all 
this, he stills finds time to be a song- 
writer as well. 

“Music is so important to me. I’m 
a massage therapist and it’s my 
nature to want to help people. I like 
helping people and the Earth and 
with music I’m able to reach more 
people than if I was trying to do it on 
a one to one level,” said Boles. 

Boles claims that he enjoys play- 
ing every kind of music from classi- 
cal to Phish. His favorite Phish song 
is “The Great Divide” and Phish 
album is “Rift.” When asked about 
his musical influences he replied, 
“Mother Nature, God, and U2.” 

Boles enjoys many activities 
besides playing music. During the 
winter months he can be found on the 
slopes snowboarding. He also enjoys 
making drums as he created his own 
set of percussion drums when he first 
started playing. 

“Tt don’t really know if it’s a 
hobby, but I like dreaming. A lot of 
people forget their dreams, but I 
remember them crystal clear. I’ve 
always thought dreaming was a great 
aspect of human nature. I know 
dreams aren’t always good because 
sometimes when I make up it’s like 
‘Wow, that was intense’ but it doesn’t 


Want to dance with Cupid? 


Aaron Foss photo 


Ivan Boles is a member of 
NECC Music Club. 


take away from the fact that it was so 
real,” Boles added. 

The Performance Ensemble has 
been “a great experience” for Boles. 

“T had a great time last year play- 
ing in Performance Ensemble. There 
are a lot more people this semester 
and it will be different, but I'll still 
have fun. Mr. Finegold always makes 
class interesting,” said Boles. 

Music, though, is the main aspect 
of Ivan Boles’s life. 

“T want to travel the world and 
make music,” stated Boles. 

“It’s not that my goal is not to be 
famous, but I want to help the Earth. 
My goal is to shine divine. If I 
thought what I’m doing musically 


wasn’t important, I’d move to the top | 


of a mountain somewhere or to the 
middle of the jungle and just enjoy all 
that beauty that Mother Nature gave 
us. I’ll see you on top of the moun- 
tain.” 


Thursday February 14, Valentine’s Day 
C Building Lobby 1 1am-1 pm 


_ Dance with Cupid and other characters! 
Valentine’s Day face painting! 


Buy food for your sweetheart! 


Plan your spring break now 


By ALEXANDRA WILSON 
Contributing Reporter 


Flip the television onto MTV in 
March and you will be bombarded 
by images of gorgeous, bronzed 
coeds lolling on the beach, sipping 
drinks with paper umbrellas or strut- 
ting down the runway for a bikini 
competition. But preparing for 
Spring Break involves more than 
tanning beds and gym memberships. 
It takes a lot of planning and money 
to make Spring Break unforgettable. 

Before you whip out the credit 
card, make sure you know all of your 
options. There are hundreds of web- 
sites and commercials that advertise 
“limited time” offers and “best deal” 
travel packages. Trying to find the 
best deals on hotel and airfare is dif- 
ficult enough without trying to deci- 
pher all of the technical jargon that 
goes with it. 

The biggest problem that trip 
planners face, according to Lisa 
Cote, travel agent at the House of 
Travel on the NECC campus, is a 
“lack of knowledge” about travel. 
She says that is cheaper and easier to 
go through a travel agent and get a 
trip package than piece a vacation 
together alone. There are often taxes 
and unexplained charges, as well as 
additional living costs. 

“The best packages,” Cote says, 
“are all inclusive.” 

This means that everything-hotel 
costs, airfare, all meals and drinks, 
insurance, and all taxes-are included 
in the cost of the trip. An average 
seven-day vacation package costs 
between $1200 and $1800. Working 
with a travel agent, Cote says, also 
ensures security once you are on 
your way. If something unexpected 
happens, such as a flight change, the 
travel agent will take care of it for 
you. 

To cut costs even further, take a 


cruise, says Peggy Pistone, owner of 
Bradford Travel. Cruise packages 
are all-inclusive and provide live 
entertainment each night. Cruise 
ships also stop along the way for 
island tours. 

“Taking a cruise to a place like 
the Bahamas, for instance, gives you 
a chance to see places that you 
wouldn’t get to if you if you went to 
just one island,” Pistone says. 

Cancun, with thousands of visi- 
tors every year and an average tem- 
perature of 82 degrees, is hands 
down the most popular Spring Break 
destination. This skinny island off 
the coast of Mexico is 14 miles of 
beautiful white sandy beaches. But it 
is Cancun’s nightlife that spring 


See Ee 


The best packages are 
all-inclusive. 

—Lisa Cote, 

House of Travel, 

NECC 


breakers come home raving about. 
According to Wanda Gines, NECC 
Lawrence student who traveled there 
this year, Cancun at night is a non- 
stop party. Most hotels have free 
busses that will take you to any club 
after 11:30 p.m. She says the cover 
charges are usually as low as $3 to $5 
dollars, which includes admission 
and all you can drink - all night. And 
“all night” in Cancun means until six 
or seven the next morning. She adds 
that men can expect to pay around 
twice as much as women in the 
clubs. 

If you can drag yourself out of 
bed the next day, most hotels offer 
great sports and activities such as 
scuba diving, para-sailing, and jet 


“The Vagina 
Monologues”’ 


skiing. 

“Just waking up and feeling the 
warm weather made me a happy per- 
son,” Gines remembers. Cancun is 
also very accessible to the Mexican 
mainland and offers catamaran tours 
to other small islands. 

To plan a trip for Spring Break, it 
is best to start in the fall. So many 
people travel to tropical locations in 
February and March that it is often 
difficult to find a good deal. A good 
alternative to Cancun, says Cote, is 
Punta Cana in the Dominican 
Republic. Recently developed, it is 
less traveled and smaller, but also 
more intimate and less expensive. 

Unfortunately, a trip is never 
planned without the new concern of 
airline safety. However, Cote says, 
“it’s the safest time to travel because 
of September 11.” New security 
measures are evident all over the air- 
port. Be prepared to see National 
Guardsmen in uniform with guns and 
patrol dogs. You may also be the 
random flier asked to remove your 
shoes and empty your carry on. 
Gines experienced this on her trip to 
Cancun. She not only had to take off 
her shoes and empty her bag, but also 
had to undo her belt and be frisked. 

When travelling, says Pistone, 
use the same common sense as you 
would at home. “Use your head and 
do what you feel is right,” Cote 
agrees. 

Travel in groups and respect 
other cultures. Be sure to pay atten- 
tion to currency rates and learn 
details about where you are going. 
Above all, have a good time. Spring 
Break is about getting away from the 
responsibilities of school and having 
fun. By being prepared, you can live 
it up without the worry. “Making it 
there was very hectic,” Gines says, 
“but once we got settled, the vacation 
was worth it.” 

And don’t forget those folks 
from MTV. 


Directed by Charlotte Gulezian 


_ February 15" and 16" 
NECC Haverhill Campus 
-£ Building 3" Floor 


General Admission $10.00 & Seniors are $8.00 


Benefiting V-Day and Anti-Violence against 


women 


Page 10 NECC Observer 


Feb. 6, 2002 


CUBA: My First Impressions 


NECC Professor 
visits Cuba and falls 
in love with some of 
Castro 5 ideas 


By JANE THIEFELS 
NECC ESL Professor 


“Don’t go falling in love...” 

Before my father had finished the 
sentence, I imagined he was going to 
say “... with a dashing Cuban in a 
smoky jazz club,” but instead he con- 
cluded, “... with Castro’s ideas.” 

“And don’t go out alone; you’re 
an American after all.” 

“I hope you will come back 
alive,” a friend said when I ran into 
her at a health food store. 

Someone else remarked “How 
can you go there? It’s illegal!” 

And again, “Nobody owns any 
mansions in that country.” 


On the Other Side 


When I arrived in Cuba with 19 
professors from the United States 
and met with professors from the 
University of Havana and profes- 
sionals from the Latin American 
School of Medical Sciences, I 
noticed they were very committed to 
the ideals of social justice in which 
food, shelter, medical care, and edu- 
cation are accessible to everyone. 
They told us among many things 
that: 

* Cuba with its 76,000 doctors 
has universal free health care: with 
49,267 of these doctors serving as 
primary care physicians and others 
serving abroad. 

* Each community has a poly- 
clinic where children are protected 
against 13 diseases. 

¢ The infant mortality rate is 6-7 
per 1000, and despite the lack of sup- 


plies, state of the art medicine is 
offered to all, including tourists. 

* The diseases Cubans are dying 
of are the same as those of the devel- 
oped countries. 

¢ There is a 96 percent literacy 
rate in Cuba. 

¢ Research by UNESCO of 3rd. 
and 4th. graders showed Cuba scor- 
ing 350 out of a possible 400 points 
which evaluated tests, books, teach- 
ers and parent participation. 

° 95 percent of Cubans own their 
own homes, with some paying rent to 
own. 

I listened to 
an economist 
who remarked, 
for the first time 


Cuba is _ free 
from the bonds 
of a foreign 


power: from its 
first conquerors, 
the Spanish, 
from the neo- 
colonialism of 
the US, and 
finally from Russia. He remarked 
how Cuba wants to participate in the 
world economy without sacrificing 
its social programs to the wishes of 
multi-national corporations. 

Another professor talked about 
how much freer he was in his teach- 
ing since the Soviets pulled out. The 
Communist party in Cuba now 
encompasses 12-20 percent of the 
population. 

I heard of the dilemma Cuba is 
in, operating out of three currencies: 
the old peso, the dollar and the equiv- 
alent new peso, and the government’s 
new system of taxation as an attempt 
to help mitigate the great divide 
between those who have access to 
dollars and those who don’t. 


Looking around 


Since my colleagues and I were 
free to go about, we not only went on 


planned field trips but went around 
Havana and Santiago de Cuba on our 
own trying to put some of the pieces 
of this complex puzzle into shape in 
the short space of 12 days. We 
remarked how “normal” everything 
seemed. 

Right away I found Cuba differ- 
ent from the other Latin American 
countries I had lived in. Nowhere did 
I see people living in the cardboard 
and tin shanties of “pueblos jovenes” 
with no running water and electrici- 
ty; I saw no sick children with bellies 


we eS 


Tourists—perhaps we live in a 
protected bubble. 
—Jane Thiefels 

ESL Professor 


distended from malnutrition and par- 
asites or handicapped people drag- 
ging along the ground. 

Instead what I saw were healthy 
modernly dressed people of all ages 
and skin tones, who smiled a lot and 
showed beautiful teeth. Since they 
walked a lot, they seemed strong and 
were not obese. I saw handicapped 
people with appropriate helps: a 
wheelchair or crutches. I saw lively, 
well-behaved children, lining up in 
the school courtyard, going on field 
trips through the city, playing in the 
playground, or walking about in their 
school uniforms. 

While seated on a park bench in 
Santiago, a man presented me with a 
portrait he had drawn of me, showing 
me at the same time some other etch- 
ings. He remarked that in a country 
such as the United States, he would 
have more chance to be successful 
with his talent. As we were talking, a 


Photos courtesy of Jane Thiefels 


Cuban children in their school uniforms 


policeman approached him telling 
him not to harass tourists, and as he 
bantered back and forth, five other 
policemen gathered around. 

“Tourists—perhaps we lived in a 
protected bubble,” I thought, for in 
the Casa Grande Hotel in Santiago, it 
is posted that a Cuban cannot go to 
the restaurant without a least paying 
for a $2.00 drink. 


More to See... 


We traveled around the clean 
streets of Havana 
amidst both crum- 
bling _ buildings 
and those which 
had been restored, 
where heavy traf- 
‘fic was replaced 
with creative 
forms of public 
transport and vin- 
tage 1950’s cars. I 


saw colorful 
murals painted on 
public buildings 


and revolutionary slogans encourag- 
ing people to stay together for the 
good of the whole. 

On another day we saw a meticu- 
lously kept green countryside, alive 
with cultivation. From the plane, I 
viewed pristine beaches with white 
sand and soft turquoise water and 
longed to touch down there. 

“The women here walk different- 
ly than in other places,” a colleague 
in our group remarked, “They sway 
like palm trees.” Maybe it was the 
salsa, rumbo, or son beat that seemed 
to come from all around. It was easy 
to capture that rhythm to bring home 
since every group, no matter how 
small, had its CD. 

We visited the Latin American 
School of Medical Sciences where 
5000 students, including eight from 
the US are currently studying medi- 
cine and the Polytechnical School 
where engineers are being trained. 


We went to the Martin Luther King 
Center, a non-government agency 
connected to Habitat for Humanity 
and Pastors for Peace. 

There were mansions: some still 
lived in by their original owners, oth- 
ers used for educational or social pro- 
grams. I peeked into small, dark 
apartments along the city streets. I 
ate delicious food from simple to 
gourmet dishes in people’s homes 
called “paladares.” 

In old Havana, I saw a lot of 
tourists from all over the world, and 
since I looked the part, I was con- 
fronted by those trying to sell me a 
service or convince me to give them 
a bar of soap or a pen. There was a 
female prostitute here and there 
amidst the influx of tourists. I was 
delighted when the town of Santiago 
poured into the main square to cele- 
brate the “Bolero Festival.” Cuba 
was alive from morning till night! 


Homeward bound 


As was feared by those around 
me before I left for my trip, I did fall 
in love with those of Castro’s ideas 
which mandated universal access to 
medical care, education, food and 
shelter. I fell in love with Cuba as 
well. I did come home alive, for 
Cuba is a very safe place to be, and I 
did see many mansions... 

I gathered all my experiences and 


impressions together and left Cuba 


with a new vision. I know now that 
a visit to this magnificent island is 
enough to convince anyone that we 
were made to be friends. 


Note: After the tragedy of 
September 11, Fidel Castro sent his 
condolences to the United States, and 
Cuba has been added to the list of 
countries opposing international ter- 
rorism. 


Street in Havana 


SE 
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Part two of the 
continuing series: 


the legends of rock 


By MELISSA GRAVES 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


AND TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


A legend, according to Webster’s 
Dictionary, is an “unverifiable story 
or collection of stories handed down 
by tradition and popularly excepted 
as historical.” The Rolling Stones are 
indeed legends. However, their story 
is true, but can be considered unveri- 
fiable because even when you hear it 
from the Stones themselves, it bor- 
ders on being inconceivable. 

In 1962, three teenagers from 
England formed a band of brothers 
that would span the next four decades 
progressing musically, emotionally, 
and physically through times of 
chaos, triumph, and heartache as the 
world began to change in many dif- 
ferent ways. 

Brian Jones, Mick 
Jagger, and Keith Richards 
set out wanting to start a 
band that combined rock 
with rhythm and blues in a 
way that would create a 
unique sound unrivaled in 
the music industry. 
Combined with the addi- 
tions of veteran drummer 
Charlie Watts and bassist 
Bill Wyman, the newly 
named Rolling Stones were 
set in place, ready to take 
over the world. 

The Stones burst onto 
the scene in the early sixties 
with fresh, ear catching 
songs that caught the atten- 
tion of teenagers every- 
where. Favorites such as 
“Get Off My Cloud,” “19th 
Nervous Breakdown,” and 
“Satisfaction” defined the 
Stones early period and 
firmly established the band 
among the pop elite. 

Changes were a bound 
for the Stones in 1969. 


- 


The Legend 


Feb. 6, 2002 


Substance 

abuse and legal trouble began to take 
its toll, especially on Brian Jones. 
The twenty-seven year old guitarist 
had been basically non-existent in 
any of the Stones work for the major- 
ity of the year. By June, Jagger and 


the rest of the band had enough and_ 


decided to fire Jones from the band 
he helped start. Barely able to even 
comprehend what was transpiring, 
Jones departed quietly and the band 
forged ahead. 

Young guitar wizard Mick Taylor 
was named Jones’ successor. Just 
days after Taylor was introduced, 
tragedy struck. On July 2 Brian 
Jones was found dead, drowned at 
the bottom of his swimming pool. 
His death was ruled an accident 
but is still clouded in mystery to this 
day. Dealt with this crushing news 
the Stones buckled down and entered 
what would come to be known as 
their classic era. ; 

Spanning four years, from 1969 
to 1972, the Stones released three 
albums “Let It Bleed,” “Sticky 
Fingers,” and “Exile On Main St.” At 
no point in their forty year history did 


oe 


the 
Stones 
create a string 
of records so influential 
as well as successful. Although the 
band would release dozens of albums 
over the next thirty years these three 
masterpieces are still considered 
their best work. 

Mick Taylor ended his short 
tenure with the band in 1976. Ron 
Wood replaced Taylor setting the 
line-up that would stay intact until 
the retirement of Bill Wyman in 
1994. 

The eighties brought a lot of 
changes for the Stones. Inner ten- 
sions in the band produced sub par 


albums of old and re-mixed material. 
The Stones only toured twice the 
whole decade (1982 and 1989). The 
“89 “Steel Wheels” tour was a huge 
triumph for the band re-establishing 
them as the best live band around. 
The nineties brought two new 
albums and two more record setting 
tours. 1994s “Voodoo Lounge” and 
1997s “Bridges to Babylon” put the 


Stones 

in a class 

by themselves 
among __ touring 
bands. 

Today, 40 

years after their 
formation the 


Stones are still 
going. In March the 
band will embark on 
a fortieth anniversary 
tour determined to 
show the world “wild 
horses couldn’t drive them 
away.” 


Pink Floyd 

In the mid ‘60s amongst the 
British Invasion by such bands as 
The Beatles and The Rolling Stones a 
ground breaking sound emerged 
from London. Combining pure rock 
and roll with a level of electronic 
music no other band had yet accom- 
plished. Pink Floyd, consisting of 
bassist Roger Waiers, front man Syd 
Barrett, Richard Wright on key- 
boards, and Nick Mason on drums, 
combined their individual talents into 
one unique sound. The band made its 
impact on the underground scene 
producing two top 20 singles and a 
top 10 album in 1967. Everything 
seemed to be heading in the right 
direction until Syd Barrett began to 
lose his mind. The eccentric singers 
compulsive use of psychedelic 
drugs like LSD, reduced Syd’s 
mental compacity to that of a 
child. Syd’s decreasing condition 
forced the band to replace him 
with David “iilmore in 1968. 

David G. nore brought a new 
style of raw guitar soloing, which 
added an intense edge to the band. 

Producing such albums as 
Meddle, Animals, and ‘The Final Cut, 
Floyd staked their claim in the music 
industry that soon made them 
become one of the most influential 
legends of all time. 


Both the Rolling Stones, above, and Pink Floyd, top, carved their own niches in rock history. 


of the Stones and Floyd 


Between 

1973 and 1979, 

the band conjured up three of the 
most extraordinary albums of the era. 
Releasing hits such as Another Brick 
in the Wall, The Machine, and Time, 
Floyd captivated audiences, bringing 
them to a level of immense contem- 
plation. 1973s “Dark Side of The 
Moon” was one of the first concept 
albums ever made. Dark Side went 
on to become one of the highest sell- 
ing albums of all times. Almost thir- 
ty years later this album is still on the 
charts and effecting many listeners to 
this day. Another astounding accom- 


plishment was 1973s “Wish You 
Were Here.” 
The content of this album 


impacted listeners altering their state 
of mind. Due to the bands emotional 
experiences they were going through 
this album portrayed an intense illu- 
sion. The release of The Wall in 
1979, opened many doors of realiza- 
tion about the life of a rock star, 
showing that they to are human. 
Packaged together with a movie and 
a rock opera like world tour, Pink 
Floyd brought The Wall to the status 
of an opus. 

Throughout these three albums 
as well as their whole career, Floyd 
was always haunted by their old 
friend Syd Barrett. The impact he 
had on the band can be heard as it 
echoes through such songs as “Shine 
on you Crazy Diamond” and “Wish 
you Were Here.” When Roger Waters 
decided to leave the group in 1983 
and fly solo, Mason, Gilmore and 
Wright came out with “A Momentary 
Lapse of Reason,” which became a 
major success. With these new 
changes the fans never lost their 
devotion and spirit, instead they were 
open to the change and supported the 
world tour that soon followed. After 
many years of being apart, the three- 
member band released “The Division 
Bell” and followed through ‘with yet 
another tour that kept fans. still 
intrigued. 

Becoming legends in 
rock history, Pink Floyd’s 
contribution in the music 
| industry put major impacts 
on bands such _ as 
Radiohead, and Incubus 
which are two of the many 
| successful bands that were 
influenced by Floyd. 

Pink Floyd brought in 
many recognizable quali- 
ties that made them earn a 
spot on the — charts. 
Appreciation of their 
music is still displayed 
with pure endearment all 
over the werld still having 
an inspiring effect on new 
and old fans. Pink Floyd 
will go down in history 
with an innovative sound 
that continues to effect 
bands of the present and 

‘uture. 
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‘Love Letters’ play 
touches the heart 


By MELISSA GRAVES 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


On Feb.8 and 9 an emotionally 
moving play called “Love Letters” 
will be held at The Top Notch 
Theatre as a fundraiser 
to benefit the Theatre 
Department and to help 
build a new stage. 

The play “Love 
Letters” written by A.R. 
Gurmey, is a_ heart 
wrenching love story of 
a man and a woman, 
(played by Professors 
Jim Murphy and Susan 
Sanders who have been 
involved with the the- 
atre department for a long time) that 
have written love letters back and 
forth since they were eight years old. 

Gurney wrote this script to give 
an image of all problems that you 
face growing up. The director of the 


play, Bill Allman, states that “Love 
Letters is a very touching, tender and 
warmhearted play”. 

As the two lifelong friends expe- 
rience many disturbing issues grow- 
ing up, they work together dealing 
with defeat, disappointment, and 
acceptance of one 
another as to who they 
really are as people. 

“Tt makes me teary 
in the end because it 
speaks to us on so 


many levels”, 
announced Bill 
Allman the director of 


the play. 

Tickets are $10 
general admission $8 
for students and senior 
citizens. Tickets will be availible at 
the door. The Feb.8 performance will 
be sign language interpreted. Show 
time is 8pm. The Top Notch Theatre 
is located on the Haverhill campus in 
the Spurk building. 


At 78, his devotion 
to arts 1s still strong 


Bill Allman is beloved 
volunteer and NECC 
faculty member 


By MELISSA GRAVES 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Bill Allman, director of the play 
“Love Letters,” has brought years of 
experience to NECC. 

After working for 46 years at 
Baldwin-Wallace College in Ohio— 
where he taught theatre, speech and 
film courses and was honored with a 
theater named after him—he recently 
“retired” in Haverhill. 

Now at 78 years old, Bill Allman 
is a happy grandfather of 10 and is 
serving as an adjunct professor at 
NECC. Allman teaches two general 
speech classes in communication, 
contributes pictures to The NECC 
Observer and offers his acting talent 
and words of advice to the Top Notch 
Theatre. 

He successfully completed his 
appearance last semester acting as 
the old man from “Macbeth” and as 
Old Fezzing in the “Christmas 
Carol.” 

Currently Allman is in the 
process of preparing for the grand 
opening of “Love Letters,” which so 
far is a success. 

In my interview with Allman he 
pleasantly stated with deep satisfac- 


Bill Allman, 
director of ‘Love Letters’ 


tion “I found a home here at NECC.” 

This comment shows his devo- 
tion, love and thankfulness to every- 
one and everything at NECC that 
made these honest words come from 
a man with a big heart that appreci- 
ates all that has touched him. 

Having Bill Allman as a very 
helpful and wonderful volunteer at 
NECC is much appreciated by the 
many who know him. I am happy to 
say, meeting Allman last week was 
the highlight of my day. 

It’s really nice to know that 
Allman feels so welcome and at ease 
here at NECC and he is a good man 
to know due to his great knowledge 
in the work that he does. The way he 
spoke of “Love Letters” made the 
play a can’t miss for me. 


Live performance at New Moon 


New Moon Coffeehouse will be 
holding a live performance of the 
singer/songwriters Double Bill, Dean 
Stevens and David Dodson on Sat. 
Feb 16, 2002 at 8pm. 

These artists will combine a gen- 
tle spirituality with a mischievous 
playfulness that makes for a truly 
exciting evening of songs and stories. 
Tickets will be for sale for $12 at 
6:30pm and doors » “= 4 at 
ih 30pm. If you would like to get aex- 
ets in advance they will be for sale at 


Haverhill Music Center, The Music 
Workshop, Dyno Records and The 
Andover Bookstore. 

This concert will be open to the 
public and is a non-alcohol, smoke- 
free environment. For additional info. 
please feel free to call 978-373-9259 
or 978-372-5173 after 4pm show day. 
The coffeehouse is located on Jct. Rts. 
110 & 125 - Universalist Unitarian 
Church, Haverhill. 

Check out the website at www. 
Newmooncoffeehouse.org. 


e) 
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Li EL OROENING 


HOW TO SEARCH FOR HAPPINESS 


FIRST, FINDAHAPPY | NOTICE THAT Happy | PAY ATTENTION TO 
MOMENT. MOMENT, THAT HAPPY MOMENT. 


Wie 


BUT NoT So MUCH NowW FIND ANOTHER 
ATTENTION THAT THE | HapEY MomENT. 
HAPPINESS DISAPPEARS. 


NOTICE THE BEAUTY 
AND WONDER AND JOY 
OF THAT Hapey MoMenT. 


AGAIN, DON'T OVERDO | AS You FEEL THE 

(vT, 08 THE HAPPY HAPPINESS DIMINISH, 
MOMENT WILL FADE RENEW YouR SEARCH 
TOO QuicKLy, WtTr HOPE aro VIGOR. 


TRERE ARE Many 
CHANNELS To CHOOSE 
FROM, REMEMBER, 
HAPPINESS 1S A JOURNEY | 
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An evening with Willis... 


Reporter encounters 
the unforgettable 
Bruce Willis 


By DAVID PELLERIN 
Opinion Editor 


At the Avalon Ballroom in Boston 
last Friday night the audience got to 
see Hollywood star Bruce Willis sing 
the blues. 

Willis and his band, the 
Accelerators, took the stage and made 
the crowd go insane. The show was a 
variety of blues and rock fusion. 

The concert to me, was special 
because Bruce Willis is my favorite 
actor. This performance turned out to 
be a memorable event, one that I 
almost didn’t get to see. 

Walking towards Lansdown 
Street, with my girlfriend Kaitlin, | 
was overwhelmed with excitement to 
see Bruce in all his glory. 

As we got to the door and we were 
asked for identification, I realized my 
mistake. My wallet was still in my car 
which was four streets over. The giant 
bouncer at the door didn’t seem to 
care about my excuse. I looked over 
his shoulder to see the person that was 
behind me getting in. As the door 
opened, I heard Willis’ voice singing 
his first song of the night. 

Getting anxious, I told the man 
that I was Bruce’s number one fan, 
and I even enjoyed his worst movie 
“Hudson Hawk.” The doorman 


laughed and probably figured I was 


over 18 anyway. I looked at Kait and 
winked. I knew that we were in. The 
man let us pass, and I entered to a very 


lively full house. 

Entering the crowd, I looked on 
the stage and saw the acting legend. 
His head was completely bald and he 
was wearing an all black outfit and 
sunglasses. He was playing the har- 
monica and stomping his foot to the 
crowd’s delight. 

It was at this moment when I real- 
ized how great this event was. I was 
not seeing an everyday musician. I 
was seeing one of the greatest 
American actors of 
our time who loves 
his weekend gig as a 
rocker. 

The music was 
raucous. This was 
due to some real 
hard-rocking backup 
musicians. One of 
the band members 
was dressed up at as 
a Krispy Kreme 
doughnut man. He 
was also a harmoni- 
ca player who, as 
Bruce explained, 
was “From the col- 
lege of doughnut 
knowledge.” Aside 
from that he could 
also play the har- 
monica real well. He 
and Bruce jammed 
out on a harmonica 
solo, which 
impressed the crowd, and me as well. 

Willis, at one point took off his 
shirt. The women went insane to the 
sight of the bare chested mega-star. 
The women in the front of the audi- 
ence were going crazy with every note 
Willis belted..out. Bruce was fully 
enjoying this treatment. 

“The ladies are looking good 


tonight here in Beantown,” Willis 
said. 

Some women responded by 
throwing their lingerie at Willis. These 
women were not your everyday rock 
concert fans. These women were at an 
average of 40 years old! 

Bruce took a break for a while and 
called out to the Ivan Neville Band. 
They took over and played some 
songs of their new self-titled album. 
Kaitlin and I were not to into their per- 
formance. It was a little 
too mellow for our 
tastes. The crowd 
seemed to feel this way 
as well. Although, not 
too long after Willis 
returned. Bruce stepped 
out behind the curtain 
to explosive cheering. 

“Come on Boston 
you can do better, suck 
it up!” Willis said. At 
that moment I felt revi- 
talized and I rocked out 
to the Accelerators 
song “Fast lane.” 

Finally the night 
was coming to an end 
and Willis decided to 
do a few classic covers. 
He played the Beatles 
hit “Come Together.” 
The entire audience 
sang in unison to this 
great song. He then 
thanked the whole audience for com- 
ing to see him even though, he said, “I 
can’t sing, I can’t dance, and some of 
my movies suck.” 

Bruce closed off the night with the 
Rolling Stones ballad “Wild Horses.” 
I held Kaitlin close and enjoyed the 
whole experience’ of seeing my all 
time favorite movie star in person. 
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off the mark by Mark Parisi 


YOURE IN LUCK , BERT... YELLOW 
HIGHLIGHTS ARE IN THIS YEAR 


off the mark by Mark Parisi | /off the mark 
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WAPPY, AREN'T You? 
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Cancer Conspiracy 
takes you on journey 


By DAvip LEVINSON WILK Answers, Page 16 


By Kory WAGNER 
Photo Editor/Staff Reviewer 


Peace, beauty, chaos and influ- 
ence are things you don’t expect to 
hear on one CD. With the release of 
their debut album, The Cancer 
Conspiracy is able to pull all these 
qualities together in one eclectic 
sound and cleverly call it “The 
Audio Medium.” 

Hailing from Vermont, a state 
with more musical talent than it 
knows what to do with, three young 
men have harnessed some of this 
talent to show us what it means to 
feel. With an incredible energy they 
let us know, they are not a force to 
be reckoned with. 

Compiling sounds that remind 
you of Pink Floyd and some off 
time jazz band, they produce a style 
of music unlike any other on the 
market today. A key to their success 
is that these fellows know their 
instruments and know how to 
manipulate their sound in such a 
way that at times it sends chills up 
your spine. 

Always keeping you on your 
toes with what might happen next, 
“The Audio Medium” is a dream 
come true for anyone who likes 
their music to take them on a jour- 
ney. The album is all-instrumental, 
keeping you glued to your stereo. 
Having this effect can be a hard 
thing to accomplish, especially for 
your first full length CD, but The 
Cancer Conspiracy knows what 
they are doing and how to do it. 

Adding the sounds of saxo- 
phone and keyboard to the mix 
keeps Greg Beadle, also the drum- 
mer quite a busy man. Showing off 
the talent that this one has in the 
group makes you wonder what the 
other members might be doing. 
With Brent Frattini on bass and 
Daryl Rabidoux on guitars you can 
see why this group is the way they 
are. Both are extremely talented 
musicians that know a thing or two 
about audio manipulation. 
Extracting sounds from their instru- 
ments that many people wouldn’t 
think possible, giving the band that 
tripy eclectic sound with a healthy 
mix of rock and jazz. 

Starting the CD off with”...To 
Sleep,” a piece for drummer Beadle 
on the keyboard, is a compelling 


intro to their CD. Composed in such 
a way that even your mother would 
be interested in hearing what the 


next song will sound like. 
Delivering “Broken Heartbeats 
Gathered and Rebroadcast,” the 
second song on “The Audio 
Medium” for you’re listening plea- 
sure might not be something for 
your mother. It’s driving guitar and 
hard hitting off beat drums pounce 
into your mind with a force that 
makes you think about the music 
whilst you listen. 

Having already released a self- 
titled three song CD in 2000 this 
album has bee well awaited by the 
fans of this small time group wait- 
ing in the dark to make their mark 
on the world. Gaining more and 
more recognition each day this CD 
will do nothing but boost them even 
more into the world. 

“The Cancer Conspiracy” will 
be in Worcester on March 25 with 
Coalesce, Isis, and Esoteric. Make 
sure to check out their live perfor- 
mance. Each member contributing 
more of their personal style in their 
live show because of the opportuni- 
ty to experiment with the sound of 
each song. 

Delivering the goods from 
Vermont “The Cancer Conspiracy” 
Really capture something with their 
music. Projecting a mental image 
that only the listeners can see with 
each song. A very picturesque musi- 
cal group to say the very least. “The 
Audio Medium,” the first release by 
“The Cancer Conspiracy” is out 
now on Big Wheel Records. You 
can find it at their show or online at 
www.thecancerconspiracy.com. 


Across 

1. Sets of points 

5. Video game com- 
pany 

10. Friend to 
Francoise 

14. Abreast of 

15. Nicholas II's suc- 
cessor 

16. Highlands girl 
17. Soft ball material 
18. Kind of housing 
19, Part of UHF: 
Abbr. 

20. Exasperated, but 
with some yellow 
23. Authority 
24."__ pig's eye!" 
25. Pleased, but with- 
out the red 

33. Kind of story 

36. She played Carla 
on "Cheers" 

37. Early settlers of 
Iceland 

38. Grandson of 
Adam 

40. Advice 

43. Exit location, usu- 
ally 

44. Actress Zellweger 
46. Part of Q.E.D. 
48. Theater sign 

49. Cowardly, but with some 
violet 

53.Arroz__ pollo 

54. Salad bar jar 

58. Jealous, but without the blue 
64. Like Lindbergh's flight 

65. Remnant 

66. "Take _ from me..." 

67. ___— Major 

68. Atlanta hoopsters 

69. Bar mitzvah, e.g. 

70. Scraped (out) 

71. Does a veterinarian's job, 
perhaps 

72. Affirmative votes 


Down 
1. Breathers 
2. "The Magic Flute," e.g. 


Bees 
eee 


. Actor Haim 

. Overrun 

. Some choir voices 
. Seabird 

. Sci. class 


OnrNHDWN SW 


. "Say You, Say Me" singer 
9. Mean (to) 

10. ~~ Romeo 

11. Artist Chagall 

12. "Understood!" 

13. Fancy name appendage 
21. Film | 

22. Bambi, e.g. 

26. Acupuncturist's vital life 
force 

27. He's a doll 

28. Collar's end 

29. Opposite of vert. 

30. Makes angry 

31. Nicholas II, e.g. 

32. Architect Saarinen 

33. Macedonian's neighbor 
34. Unique person 

35. Singer-turned-Congressman 


es | | 
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39. Make a seam 

41. WWW address 
42.Mai__- 

45. Abbr. on a business letter 
47. Kind of support for a com- 
puter user 

50. Places to sit at a diner 
51. Cover completely 

52. Like some rainy days 

55. Disentangle 

56. Musical in which musical 
chairs is played 

57. Kinds 

58. Sergeant in a 1941 film 
59. Besides that 

60. Put runners on first, second 
and third 

61. Muted effect 

62. Like squashed insects 

63. Hardy heroine 

64. Bring to court 
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Artists of the year in review 


By MELISSA GRAVES 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Have you ever thought of 
what it would be like if music 
didn’t exist? Music has affect- 
ed my life in so many ways. If 
music was to disappear, I 
would not be able to cope 
with the harsh realities of life. 
If you think about, it music 
has been around since the 
beginning of time. 

It has the ability to influ- 
ence people with incredibly 
overpowering and emotional 
lyrics that are able to touch you in 
ways exclusive to yourself. Having 
the power to allow your body to 
reach levels of ecstasy is a charac- 
teristic music has that is genuine 
and distinct. 

Over the past 12 months new 
bands have emerged, and bands that 
have been there scratching beneath 


the surface have turned over new 
leafs staking their claim to the 
future of music. 


Incubus leads the pack 

Leading the pack, Incubus has 
experienced a big transition from a 
strictly heavy, in your face band to 
combining that with spiritual, 
melodic rhythms that bring a whole 


Powerful songwriting 
is trademark of this 
popular folk artist 


By DEB TSANTARLIOTIS 
Contributing Reporter 


As a person who is constantly 
looking for the next new thing in 
music or the best kept secret, I 
always make a point of checking out 
the listening station at Newbury 
Comics. 

A couple of months back, while 
shopping at Newbury Comics, I 
picked up the headphones to listen to 
the four different CD’s at the listen- 
ing station. The CD I chose first was 
by an artist unfamiliar to me. Her 
name is Catie Curtis and the album is 
her most recent release, “My Shirt 
Looks Good On You.” 

Everything about her music, 
from the melodies to the sound of her 
voice was truly captivating. I realized 
after listening to the first couple of 
tracks that “My Shirt Looks Good On 
You” would be the CD I'd be taking 
home with me that day. 

Curtis, originally from Saco, 
Maine, first gained recognition in the 


new element to their music. With 
the release of “Morning View” 
Incubus started a new chapter in 


their history. The parody on the 
album sets “Morning View” apart 
from all of the bands previous work. 
The step they have 
chosen to take has 
certified them as a 
band to be reckoned 
with in 2002. 


Ja Rule flying 
solo 

Another 
covering 
ground in 
was, Jae Riles 
Breaking away 
from the constant 
comparison to 
DMX and 2 PAC, 
Ja Rule has 
become an _ indi- 
vidual staking his 
claim as a heavy 
weight in the 
world of rap, with 
his new album “Pain 
is Love”. 


artist 
new 
2001 


U2 standing 
strong 

U2’s_ status as 
legends of rock was 
already carved in 
stone prior to the 


Boston folk scene. EMI/Guardian 
signed her to her first record deal and 
released her 1996 debut album, 
“Truth From Lies,” followed by the 
self-titled “Catie Curtis” in 1997. 

Soon after the release of her sec- 
ond album Curtis was dropped from 
her record label. The albums first sin- 
gle, “Soulfully,” did well without the 
support of a record label. It went on 
to be featured in episodes of 
Dawson’s Creek and Chicago Hope. 
Catie was also included in the last 
Lilith Fair tour. “Catie Curtis” won 
the Best Album Award at the Gay and 
Lesbian American Music Awards. 

Now signed to Rykodisc, Curtis 
has released two other albums. In 
1999 she released “A Crash Course 
in Roses”, which was recorded in 
Boston and featured many guest 
artists including Mary Chapin 
Carpenter, MelissaFerrick, and 
Jennifer Kimball. 

The second release, “My Shirt 
Looks Good On You,” was released 
in 2001. 

Perhaps the most notable talent 
of Catie Curtis is her ability to write 
honest, emotional, and powerful 
songs. In the song “Radical” she 
talks about issues that society has 
trouble dealing with or accepting: 

“It’s all right, we’re gonna be 


release of “All That You Can’t 
Leave Behind” in late 2000. 
However, as the band crisscrossed 
the nation on the best live tour of 
the year, they brought new mean- 
ing to the term legends. Following 
the tragic events of Sept. 11 , 
songs such as “Walk On” became 
an anthem for a nation grieving 
the loss of many fellow citizens of 
America. 


P.O.D. keeps the faith 
Another exultant anthem 
“Alive” that moved and inspired 
people was introduced by a 
Christian band called P.O.D. The 
album “Satellite”, according to the 
bands official website, is about the 
bands outspoken belief in expres- 


fine/But let’s give my mama and 
daddy a little time/I’ve been good up 
‘till now/They see you and they think 
that I have changed somehow/But 
I’m not being radical when I kiss you 
and I don’t love you to make a 
point/It’s the hollow of my heart that 
cries when I miss you/And it keeps 
me alive when we’re apart.” 

In her albums, Curtis sings about 
the isolation and confusion of war, 
her efforts to dissuade a friend from 
committing suicide, the controversy 
surrounding the adoption of a 
Cambodian baby, and there is the 
topic of love. Whether the focus is on 
unconditional or unexpected love, 
remains to be a theme frequently 
used on Catie Curtis albums. 

Her voice encompasses such a 
limitless range of octaves that it 
knows no boundaries. Curtis delivers 
each song with such passion that you 
get a sense of what she is feeling 
when she writes each song. The intri- 
cate guitar playing by Curtis and the 
mandolin work by Jimmy Ryan com- 
pliment her amazing vocals and help 
bring each song to life. 

Although folk/rock music is not a 
part of the mainstream music world, 
I think in time people will become 
hungry for some good song writing 
and music with substance and con- 


sions of spiritual adventure and 
affirmation. P.O.D‘s beliefs placed 
them, along with such 
bands as Creed, in a dis- 
tinct category of musi- 
cians not afraid of 
expressing their faith. 


Alicia Keys on her 
way 

Alicia Keys, who 
received the best new 
artist award at The 2001 
VMA’s, has brought out 
her . amazing talent 
through her brilliant and 
stimulating lyrics. Alicia 
is on her way to a very 
successful music career 
since she has the ability 
to bring out her percep- 
tions on life with great 
compassion. She has come into the 
new year with a convincing attitude 
that will enable her to carry out her 
music with deep composure. Her 
true colors will shine through the 
new year. 


System of A Down gets honors 

Describing themselves as 
“nolitically charged rock” System 
of A Down, received numerous hon- 
ors from a music press usually unre- 
ceptive to controversial bands such 
as this. Receiving such honors as 
album of the year in Spin Magazine 


for “Toxicity”, the Alternative Press 
readers poll artist of the year, as 
well as being nominated for best 
metal performance at the Grammy 
Awards for their single “Chop 
Suey,” the band has emerged full 
force into the spotlight. 

As the new year evolves, new 
music comes in. Some will carry on 
following the many legends, others 
will fade out. But, one thing is for 
sure by years end there will be 
many new artists that will emerge 
from the darkness and try to earn a 
spot among the elite in the music 
industry. 


Highlights of the 2001-2002 
music scene include fresh faces 
and old standbys. ; 
Clockwise from far left: 
Incubus, U2, P.O.D., Alicia 
Keys, and Ja Rule. 


Try this album on for size: “My Shirt Looks Good On You” by Catie 
Curtis, Rykodisc. 


tent. Maybe someday we will watch 
Carson Daly introduce Catie Curtis 
as having the number one video on 
TRL. I highly recommend that peo- 
ple go out and buy a Catie Curtis CD 


so when she is selling out at the Fleet 
Center or Madison Square Garden 
you can be familiar with her work 
and say that you knew about her 
before she made the big time. 
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Mentoring and tutoring helps everyone involved 


Share your 
knowledge and be 
a role model 


By KRISTIN BELL 
Health & Happiness Editor 


Sometimes we think we have it 
all. If you are one of those people 
maybe it is time to share what you 
have in order to enrich someone 
else’s life. At Northern Essex there 
are at least two ways to help others 
while helping yourself grow as a per- 
son: tutoring and mentoring. 

“A teacher affects eternity; he 
can never tell where his influence 
stops’—Henry Adams. This is a 
powerful quote and it should be 
noted that he or she may be a teacher, 
maybe someone should have taught 
Henry Adams about equality. 


Nonetheless the declaration is 
true and mentoring and tutoring are 
ways to teach. The beautiful thing is 
that while we teach someone else, we 
are reinforcing in us what we already 
know. At the same time we are lean- 
ing more about ourselves, what we 
know and how we can explain that to 
others. 

Mentoring is reaching out and 
being a role model or simply a friend 
someone who needs it. It is an oppor- 
tunity to share what you know and 
make a difference in someone’s life, 
as well as your own. 

As we get older, the carefree 
child in us seems to be playing less 
and less of a role in our lives. 
Mentoring is a great way to rekindle 
the flame of our own inner child, 
while being there for someone who 
needs friendship. We need to be 
reminded of the types of issues that 
face younger people so that our own 
issues may be put into perspective. 

Another way to make a differ- 


ence, in addition to some money, is to 
become a §.M.I.L.E. tutor. Reading 
and math skills may come easy to 
you, but not to others, so help chil- 
dren and share your knowledge with 
them. 

For those who are eligible for the 
Federal Work-Study program, there 
is the opportunity to make $8 an hour 
for your services. There is also the 
possibility of receiving academic 
credit for the hours that have been 
spent tutoring. There is a training 
program provided for those that are 
interested in the tutoring program. 

These are opportunities that can 
add wealth to someone else’s life, 
while enriching our own. 

Anyone interested in becoming a 
mentor or tutor is encouraged to call 
Anne Tremblay at (987) 556.3726. 
Or Nicole Vittoria at (978) 556.3725. 
It is also suggested to stop by the 
Career Development Center in the C 
(Spurk) building, room C-300. 


Would consumers really miss 
Kmart if it went away? 


NEW YORK (AP) Would con- 
sumers miss Kmart if it went away? 

Capri DeMarco, a mother of 
three from Duanesburg, N.Y., has a 
frank answer. 

“No. Their customer service 
rots,” she said. “We have Wal-Mart. 
Wal-Mart has taken over.” 

Shoppers like DeMarco offer 
proof that the nation’s third-largest 
discounter—squeezed by low-price 
operator Wal-Mart and cheap chic 
purveyor Target—needs to change 
dramatically and fast as it reorga- 
nizes in Chapter 11 bankruptcy pro- 
ceedings. 

If it doesn’t, analysts say, Kmart 
could find itself joining the retail 
scrap heap that’s expected to pile 
higher in this recessionary environ- 
ment. 

Bradlees and  128-year-old 
Montgomery Ward tried to use 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy to restructure 
but ended up liquidating after failing 
to come up with a new formula that 
would set themselves apart from 
their rivals. 

And analysts believe Ames 
Department Stores, which filed for 
bankruptcy last August—its second 
time around—might meet the same 
fate. In December, it announced it 
would close another 54 stores, leav- 
ing it with 333. Ames hopes to exit 
bankruptcy by the second quarter. 

Other big names that have disap- 
peared include discounter Caldor, 
which called it quits in 1999, and 
Merry-Go-Round Enterprises, which 
ruled teen apparel retailing with 800 
stores at its heyday in the late 1980s 
and early *90s but ended up liquidat- 
ing in 1996. 

As Conor Reilly, a senior partner 
at the New York law firm Gibson, 
Dunn & Crutcher, who specializes in 
bankruptcy, puts it, “I just don’t think 
consumers will miss Kmart in its cur- 


rent format. If they don’t have a big 
plan, they just won’t come out” of 
bankruptcy intact. 

In announcing the Chapter 11 fil- 
ing Tuesday, Kmart offered few 
clues as to what exactly the restruc- 
turing would entail. It only said it 
will evaluate store performance and 
lease terms by the end of the first 
quarter of 2002 and will close 
unprofitable or underperforming 
stores. Kmart also said it would 
reduce staff. 

Analysts say Kmart, with sales 
last year of $37 billion, could close 
anywhere from 250 to 700 of its 
2,100 stores. 

Plenty of competitors are avail- 
able to fill the void. With Merry-Go- 
Round’s disappearance, rivals like 
Gap, Abercrombie & Fitch and 
American Eagle Outfitters quickly 
moved in. Meanwhile, such powerful 
players as Wal-Mart, Target and 
Kohl’s snapped up real estate from 
Bradlees and Montgomery Ward. 

But unlike many of its now- 
extinct discount rivals, which lacked 
powerful exclusive brands, Kmart 
does have several unique attributes, 
analysts note. For one, the retailer 
has exclusive partnerships with such 
names as Martha Stewart, its top- 
selling brand; Sesame Street and 
Jaclyn Smith. 

For some _ customers, like 
Michele Tekler of Wausau, Wis., 
Martha Stewart is the “No. 1 priori- 
ty” at Kmart. 

“It’s the reason I do come,” said 
Tekler, who was buying household 
items Friday morning at one of the 
two Kmarts in her town. 

Some shoppers also prefer Kmart 
over its competitors because of its 
convenience and variety. 

“T can find what I want easily 
here, even more so than at Wal- 
Mart,” said Jeannie Dinoto, from 


Ventnor, N.J. “I can get something 
for the baby, something for myself, 
something for the house, and it’s 
easy.” 

Kmart also has established roots 
in the urban market, with two-thirds 
of its store base in cities, according 
to Burt Flickinger III, managing 
director of Reach Marketing, a 
Westport, Conn.-based retail consult- 
ing firm. 

However, in order to survive, 
Kmart needs to come up with a spe- 
cific marketing niche, and analysts 
are hard-pressed to come up with 
solutions. 

Furthermore, just as Kmart 
helped bring about the demise of 
Bradlees and Caldor’s when it 
moved into the Northeast, the dis- 
counter now faces similar competi- 
tive pressures as Wal-Mart and 
Target continue to expand. 

“The fight will definitely be in 
the urban area” that Kmart has dom- 
inated, Flickinger said. 

Some analysts believe Kmart’s 
future might lie in fortifying its rela- 
tionship -with Hispanic and black 
consumers. Flickinger said Kmart 
must de-emphasize food retailing, an 
area that’s dominated by Wal-Mart, 
and eliminate electronics. 

Kmart also needs to make sure 
its key brands, particularly Martha 
Stewart, don’t leave. Sharon Patrick, 
president and chief operating officer 
of Martha Stewart Living 
Omnimedia said in a~ statement 
Tuesday it would continue to sell 
Martha Stewart’s line of home and 
garden products to Kmart under the 
terms of its contract for the “forsee- 
able future.” 

But she also left open the possi- 
bility that the label might have to 
eventually find other mass retail out- 
lets. 


Mentoring is celebrated on a new US Postal Service stamp designed 
by NECC graphic design Professor Lance Hidy. 


USA Today 
Bestsellers List 


(AP) Key: F-Fiction; NF- 
Nonfiction; | H-Hardcover; — P- 
Paperback 

1. ‘‘Painted House” by John 
Grisham (Dell) (F-H) 


2. Self Matters” by Phillip C. 
McGraw (Simon & Schuster) (NF- 
H) 


3. “Black Hawk Down” by 
Mark Bowden (Signet) (NF-P) 


4. “Dr. Atkins’ New Diet 
Revolution” by Robert C. Atkins 
(Avon) (NF-P) 


5. A Beautiful Mind” by Sylvia 


Nasar (Touchstone) (NF-P) 


6. “A Walk to Remember”’ by 
Nicholas Sparks (Warner) (F-P) 


7. The Fellowship of the Ring” 
by J.R.R. Tolkien (Ballantine) (F-P) 


8. “The Hobbit” by J.R.R. 
Tolkien (Ballantine) (F-P) 


9. “Harry Potter and the Prisoner 
of Azkaban” by J.K. Rowling; 
Illustrated by Mary GrandPre 
(Scholastic) (F-P) 


10. The Two Towers” by J.R.R. 
Tolkien (Ballantine) (F-P) 


Diversity: 
Moving from Theory to Practice 


An Open Invitation to Students, 
Faculty, and Staff 


Friday, Feb. 8 
12:00-1:00 P.M. 
Library Conference Area 


Presented by Karen Laing, 
Associate Professor of English 
at North Shore Community College 


Sponsored by The Cultural Diversity Committee 
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chip mishap of 


Olympic proportions 


Only 5&4 cases were 
ordered, but 27,146 
cases were delivered 


SALT) (LAKES Crny: 
Please, take some chips. 

A delivery mix-up has left 
Olympic organizers with 27,146 
cases of corn chips, not the 584 that 
were ordered. 

That’s more snack food that 
anyone can deal with. 

“We have a lot of chips,” said 
Don Pritchard, the food service 
director for the Salt Lake 


(AP) 


” 


BY MISS ANNA 


ARIES: 

(March 21-April 20) 

You will be challenged to put 
forth your very best, so keep any 
rebellious thoughts to yourself. Being 
filled with high energy, make sure 
you are sensitive to other people’s 
feelings. It’s time to come out of your 
shell and live a little. 


TAURUS: 

(April 21 - May 21) 

Guard against any undue stress 
—someone or something has hit just 
the right button and drained your 
energy. Your mate may be having 
problems coping, and moodiness will 
no doubt result—remember that 
actions will always speak louder than 
words. 


GEMINI: 

(May 22 - June 21) 

Make time to stay home and rest, 
tension from all sides may be stress- 
ing you out. Your fresh, new ideas in 
the workplace will be received very 
favorably. Conditions are excellent 
for rapid progress at work. Get in 
contact with an old friend you’ ve lost 
track of. 


CANCER: 

(June 22 - July 23) 

There may be heavy demands on 
you, so try to stick to routine and all 
will go well. If you have been cling- 
ing to either a child or lover, you need 
to let go a little, they need more space 
now. Angry words may flare between 
you and another, be cautious. 


LEO: 

(July 24- August 23) 

Your mind is usually quick and 
perceptive. You will no doubt capti- 
vate others with your wit and wis- 
dom. Authorities at work are interest- 
ed in hearing your opinions, and the 
ability to see the big picture will be 
greatly appreciated. Listen to the 
ideas of others. 


VIRGO: 

(August 24 - September 23) 

If you can grasp an opportunity to 
better yourself financially don’t pass 
it up, the effort is worth it. Again, the 
extra effort may be needed at work - 
go early and stay late. Your under- 
standing of the needs of both men 
and women helps you mediate gen- 
der-based disputes. 


Organizing Committee, which was 
saddled with more than 1.3 million 
of the three-quarter-ounce bags of 
chips. 

Organizers don’t have to pay 
for the mistake, apparently made by 
supply clerks who dispatched truck- 
ing companies that “just kept com- 
ing from all parts of the General 
Mills’ system” loaded with chips, 


he said. 

“This is an internal (mistake). It 
happens.” 

Even General Mills, an 


Olympic supplier which is already 
contributing more food than 
required for the games, doesn’t 
want the 25 truckloads of their 
“Wahoo” chips back. 


LIBRA: 

(September 24 - October 23) 

Heavy demands are made on 
your time and energy. Disputes with 
family members can be resolved 
through thoughtful discussions. Any 
business meetings will also be pro- 
ductive. Your mate will end the week 
with a romantic interlude, and, if 
unattached, a new love is waiting. 


SCORPIO: 

(October 24 - November 22) 

Your keen memory and problem- 
solving abilities will help you to 
impress your bosses. It’s reality 
check time for you, with memories 
and intuition playing major roles in 
your actions for the next few months. 
There are powerful spiritual insights 
dominating your inner self. 


SAGITTARIUS: 

(November 23 - December 21) 

It may be time to step back from 
current projects to think things out, to 
give you a better perspective on long- 
term career strategies. It’s a good 
time to share bright ideas with recep- 
tive colleagues. There seems to be an 
old adversary back on the scene, be 
cautious and patient. 


CAPRICORN: 

(December 22 - January 20) 

It will be a challenging week, and 
you are assertive in getting your ideas 
across. A friend will no doubt wel- 
come your help, and may be either 
combative or irrational, so be patient 
with them. But there will also be a 
limit to patience, so know when to 
say enough is enough. 


AQUARIUS: 

(January 21 - February 19) 

Your health is in question during 
the week. Be reassured that there is 
nothing wrong with you that more 
rest and less stress won’t cure. Take 
extra time for your mate, and have a 
long and loving talk with a loved one. 
Your communication skills will get 
you through the week’s challenges. 


PISCES: 

(February 20 - March 20) 

You may need to talk your ideas 
out. Nobody will mind though, 
because what you have to say is fas- 
cinating. The work week will start 
out with opportunity for monetary 
gains. There are differences of opin- 
ion which may threaten a friendship; 
resolve them now. 


But there’s only so many chips 
that can be packed in lunch boxes 
or sold at concession stands for the 
estimated 150,000 spectators, 
Olympic workers, officials and ath- 
letes, journalists and sponsors. 

So Pritchard will let the chips 
fall where they may, searching for 
every opportunity to “pass out some 
chips.” 

The larger community might 
benefit from the botched delivery: 
Organizers have made arrange- 
ments to give away excess food on 
a daily basis to the Utah Food Bank, 
which could be seeing a lot of 
chips, too. 


By KRISTIN BELL 
Health & Happiness Editor 


Anything you like 
can go on pizza crust. 
The combination of 
vegetables and cheese 
delivers nutrients - as 
well as flavor. 

Try this delicious 
and nutritious pizza 


recipe: 
Roasted Vegetable Pizza 


6 cups any combination of fresh 
vegetables (bell peppers, onions, 
carrots, green beans, mushrooms, 
asparagus, garlic, etc.) 


3 tablespoons melted butter 
2 tablespoons your favorite 


chopped fresh herbs (basil, thyme, 
oregano, etc.) 


1 (16-ounce/l pound) Italian 
bread shell or baked pizza crust 


1 1/2 cups shredded mozzarella 
or provolone cheese 


Chopped parsley and freshly 
shredded Parmesan cheese, if desired 


Salt and Pepper to taste 


Heat oven to 450 degrees. In 
large roasting pan, combine all veg- 
etables. Toss with melted butter, 
fresh herbs, salt and pepper. 

Bake 25 to 30 minutes, stirring 
occasionally until vegetables are 
crisp and tender and starting to 
brown. Drain. 

Place bread shell on cookie 
sheet. Spread vegetables on bread 
shell; sprinkle with cheese. 

Bake 8 to !0 minutes or until 
cheese is melted 

If desired sprinkle with fresh 
parsley and Parmesan cheese. 


Kids protest school lunches 


Middle schoolers 
take a stand against 
stinky food 


PITTSBURGH (AP) Middle 
school students at Schiller Classical 
Academy are taking a bite out of his- 
tory in an effort to improve the qual- 
ity of their lunch. 

The students, who were inspired 
by civil disobedience lessons from 
the Boston Tea Party and the bus 
boycott in Montgomery, Ala., have 
started their own revolt of sorts. 

Since mid-December, students 


have boycotted, circulated petitions 
and adopted the slogan: “We won’t 
eat if it smells like feet.” 

Students complain that their pre- 
packed meals often include half- 
thawed frozen peaches, watery mac- 
aroni and cheese, greasy pizza, 
unfresh fruit and discolored meat. 

School officials say Schiller is 
limited in its offerings because the 
school lacks a cafeteria. 

“They’re not good ... 
other day it’s the same thing, 
sixth-grader Brittany Ford, 11. 

The protest was sparked students 
in Antoinette Jones’ eighth-grade his- 
tory class after Jones urged students 
to take action, instead of just com- 


and every 
” said 


plaining. 

“T told them to find a cause, doc- 
ument what they feel is wrong, docu- 
ment the steps they will take to 
change it, and I told them they must 
be willing to make a sacrifice,” Jones 
said. 

Principal Richard Gutkind and 
school officials have been trying to 
help the pupils voice their complaints 
in a constructive manner. 

Gutkind called for the creation of 
a student council to relay concerns to 
food service officials. 

Food service director Danny 
Seymour said members of the stu- 
dent council will review and taste 
some alternative menu options. 


Letterman marks 2oth anniversary 


NEW YORK (AP) If it wasn’t 
for the presence of Regis Philbin, 
you might not realize that Friday’s 
show marks a milestone for David 
Letterman. 

It will be 20 years to the day 
since Letterman made his late-night 
debut, as host of “Late Night” on 
NBC. He moved to CBS in 1993. 

Letterman, who rarely gives 
interviews, will probably mention it 
only briefly Friday. There will be no 
prime-time anniversary special. 

Yet he can’t hide Philbin—who 
has become something of a mile- 
stone man on Letterman’s “Late 
Show.” When Letterman announced 
he had to undergo heart surgery two 
years ago, it was on the air to 
Philbin, and he was also there for 
Letterman’s first day back following 
his recovery. 

Philbin was also the first person 
Letterman traded jokes with during 
his first show after the Sept. 11 ter- 
rorist attacks. It will be Philbin’s 
6lst appearance on “Late Show,” 
second only to Tony Randall’s 70. 

The anniversary is ‘an incredi- 
bly important achievement, espe- 
cially in this day and age,” said Rob 
Burnett, one of the show’s three 
executive producers. “‘When you 
think of the people who have stayed 
on television and remained a force 
on television, you can count them 
on one hand.” 

The heart surgery and 
Letterman’s much-praised response 
to the terrorist attacks last fall gave 
him more attention after a few years 


during which he was somewhat 
taken for granted. 

“He did a good job after Sept. 
11,” said Mare Berman, a television 
analyst for Media Week Online. 
“He’s not the warmest guy in the 
world, but he certainly showed a 
different side.” 

Although he’s won four straight 


Emmy Awards, Letterman is still 
second banana to NBC’s Jay Leno 
in the late-night ratings. 

Leno averages 6 million viewers 
this season on the “Tonight” show, 
down from 6.3 million a year ago, 
according to Nielsen Media 
Research. 


See puzzle, page 13 
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Underdog Patriots 
shock the world with 
win over “the greatest 
show on turf” 


By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


From the moment the New 
England Patriots stepped onto the 
field Sunday they had a clear advan- 
tage over the St. Louis Rams. While 
Marshall Faulk, Kurt Warner, and 
Issac Bruce danced and pranced onto 
the field individually, the Pats wait- 
ed in the wings ready to explode 
through the tunnel together, as a 
team. 

At no point in the Pats 20-17 vic- 
tory did they look overmatched by 
the “Greatest Show on Earth.” Led 
by the consistent play of Tom Brady 
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and the tenacious coverage of cor- 
nerback Ty Law, the Pats went out 


and shocked the world. 

The Rams struck 
first with a 50-yard 
Jeff Wilkins field 
goal late in the first 
quarter. The Pats got 
on the board mid-way 
through the second 
when Law picked off 
a Warner pass and 
returned it 47 yards 
for a touchdown. The 
Pats went into the 
half with a 14-3 lead 
following a 5 play 40 
yard drive that result- 
ed in a Brady to 
David Patten touch- 
down pass. 

With the ball in 
hand the Pats came 
out storming in the 
second half. A 30- 
yard _ interception 
return by Otis Smith 


Brady good 
role model 


By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


Patriots Quarterback Tom Brady, 
going on no sleep, met the press at 
the Super Bowl MVP press confer- 
ence Monday morning. Sounding 
tired but extremely satisfied, the 24- 
year old answered questions with the 
same sincerity and swagger he’s dis- 
played all season. 

Brady fielded such questions as 
“What’s your favorite ride at Disney 
World?” and “Do you feel you’ve 
earned the starting job?” No matter 
how random or pointless a question 
was Brady just smiled and answered 
to the best of his ability. 

One couldn’t help but think back 
to a year ago when Ray Lewis, eyes 
half shut hat covering his eyes, 
answered questions from the media 
with monotone one word answers. 
The NFL, as a league , should be 


Ty Law celebrates after he runs 
in a TD after an interception. 


very pleaded to have a representa- 
tive with such a straight head on his 
shoulders. Brady will have his like- 
ness plastered across magazines, 
Wheaties boxes, and news shows 
everywhere over the next couple 
weeks. This is a good thing for Brady 
as well as the league. Ina time where 
good role models are hard to find, 
Brady sets a good example for the 
youth of America. 

Showing what can be accom- 
plished through dedication, hard 
work, and preservation Brady is a 
ringing endorsement for the theory 
hard work pays off. 

Brady worked his way from 
fourth string quarterback to Super 
Bowl MVP in one short year. 
Battling through off field distractions 
and incessant questions about his 
relationship with Drew Bledsoe, 
Brady has emerged stronger and 
most important a champion. 


All photos courtesy of ESPN.com 


Ted Brusci and Tebucky Jones 
put the hurt on Tory Holt. 


goal by Adam Vinatieri to make it 
17-3 Patriots. The Rams didn’t get 
into the end zone until the fourth 


me 


the Rams tied it 


quarter finally scoring on a 2-yard 
run by Warner. Eight minutes later 


up on a 26-yard 
touchdown pass to 
Ricky Proehl. All 
signs pointed to 
overtime | when 
Brady and _ the 
offense took the 
field, their destiny 
hanging in the bal- 
ance. 

The first year 
starter remained 
cool, calm, and 
collected _engi- 
neering a 9 play 
53 yard drive 
highlighted by a 
23-yard pass to 
Troy Brown. The 
pass set up 
Vinatieri for a 48- 
yard field goal 


ESPN.com photo attempt that would 


Patriot team members reach to touch of the greatest piece of hard- 
set up a 37-yard field Ware they will ever see. 


bring the Patriots 
their first Super 
Bowl title in team 


Adam Vinatieri hit a 48-yard field goal to win Superbowl XXXVI. 


The kick heard around the world. 


history. As he has done throughout 
the playoffs, Vinatieri ripped into a 
perfect snap from Lonnie Paxton 
splitting the up rights, bringing an 
end to one of the best games in Super 
Bowl history. 

Game MVP Brady, sported a 
smile a mile wide as he lifted up the 
Lombardi Trophy , thanking his 
teammates, coaches, family, and 
especially Drew Bledsoe. Ty Law 
told Fox broadcaster Terry Bradshaw 
, “No one gave us a chance, all we 
heard was how fast they were but 
I’ve never seen anyone win a 100 
meter dash with someone standing in 
front of them.” Coach Bill Belichick, 
with his son by his side, smiled wider 
than ever when owner Bob Kraft 
handed the trophy to him. “The fans 
of New England have waited 42 
years for this trophy” Kraft told 
Bradshaw, tears welling up in his 
eyes. Patriots fans must wait no 
longer, their team will return to 
Boston Tuesday as Super Bowl 
champions. 


Vinatier! 


Comes 


again 


By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


In the world of professional foot- 
ball, where big “men’s men” rule the 
field with strength, size, and power 
the importance of having a good 
kicking game is often overlooked. 

However, every once in a while 
a situation arises where the kicker is 
called upon to lead his team to victo- 
ry. That was the case Sunday in the 
Super Bowl. 

Patriots kicker Adam Vinatieri 
stepped in with seven seconds 
remaining and nailed a 48-yard field 
goal to propel the Patriots to the 
Super Bowl title. 

It was the second time in three 
weeks Vinatieri came through with a 
game winning kick for the Pats. 
Back on Jan.19 against the Raiders, 
Vinatieri kicked two clutch field 
goals ,one to send the game into 
overtime and another to win it. 

In his six seasons with the team 
Vinatieri has been nothing but con- 
sistent. Joining Denver’s Jason Elam 
as the only kickers in NFL history to 
register 100 points in each of their 
first six seasons, Vinatieri has staked 
his claim as one of the top point scor- 
ers in the league. 

When asked by ESPN’s Chris 
Berman if he had seen Bourbon 
street yet, Vinatieri replied “Not yet, 
but I’m sure I'll see it tonight.” I 
hope you lived it up Adam, you 
deserve it. 
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Celtics: the 
complete package 


Discipline and team 
work jet the Celtics 
to the top of the NBA 


By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


With all the hype building up 
around the hub sports teams late- 
ly it’s nice to see the Celtics are a 
piece of the puzzle. 

Standing strong in 
second place in the 
Atlantic Division just 3 
1/2 games behind New 
Jersey the Celtics are 
forcing everybody in 
the NBA to stand up 
and take notice. 

Led by perennial 
all-stars Antoine — 
Walker and Paul Pierce 
the Celtics have com- 
piled a 25-16 record 
(through Jan.28) and are 
making a strong push 
for the playoffs heading 
towards mid-season. 

The team was pleas- 
antly surprised on 
Jan.24 when for the first 
time in over 100 games 
a player other than 
Walker or Pierce led the 
team in scoring. Guard 
Erick Strickland poured 
in a season-high 22 points against 
the Pacers leading all scorers. 
Combined with the solid play of 


Paul Pierce 


Antoine Walker 


rookies Kedrick Brown and Joe 
Johnson as well as the rebirth of 
forward Eric Williams the Celtics 
have been able to put together a 
complete package something that 
has been missing in Boston since 
the Fleet Center opened in 1995. 

Perhaps the biggest reason for 
the Celtics turnaround has been 
Coach Jim O’Brien. In his first 
full season as coach after taking 
over for Rick Pitino in Jan. of 
2001, O’Brien has ‘used a very 
tight fist approach to running the 
team. 

Starting off with a 
boot camp style training 
camp that saw players 
such as Kenny Anderson 
enter the season in the 
best shape of his career, 
O’Brien’s main focus 
was making his team 
more disciplined. The 
Celtics play has proved 
that to be the right 
approach. 

The team’s chem- 
istry has contributed a 
lot to the team’s success. 
“Guys like Erick 
Strickland make the 
game easier for us” 
Walker told ESPN.com, 
“They make us develop 
into a team.” That is 
what the Celtics are, a 
team, and keeping that 
intact will be the key to 
how far they will go in 


It pays to advertise 
in the 


NECC Observer 


Spring 2002 publication 
schedule: 


Feb. 20 
March 6 
March 27 
April 10 
April 24 
May 8 


Ad deadline: 


Friday before publication 


Call Observer newsroom at: 
(978)556-3634 


Physical Bruins mirror the 


championship teams of the 70s 


The “black and 
gold” have fans in a 


frenzy 


By GAYLE SIMONE 
Editor 


The Boston Bruins entered All- 
Star weekend first place in the 
Northeast Division with 68 points. 
Second place overall in the Eastern 
Conference just two points behind 
the Philadelphia Flyers. 

But it’s not just the points that 
have Bruins’ fans excited about this 
year’s squad. 

The team’s physical dominance 
on the ice is what has the fans 
“bleeding black and gold.” With 
recent brawls with the Washington 
Capitals and Ottawa Senators, the 
Bruins have mirrored themselves 
against the “Big Bad Bruins” of the 
70’s. 

The biggest advocator is new fan 
favorite P.J. Stock. At 5°10”, Stock 
will hit and fight with men twice his 
size. Stock’s fight with Stephen Peat, 
6’2”, of the Capitals sent the Fleet 
Center into frenzy, chanting “P.J.” 
during the fight. Stock just smiled 
and gave his signature wave while 
skating to the penalty box. 

Who could forget the 12-player 


Red Wings 


brawl between the Bruins 
and Senators, which fans 
viewed Boston goalie Byron 
Dafoe pummeling — the 
Ottawa goalie _— Patrick 
LaLime. The fans at the 
Fleet were on their feet 
cheering on the new “Big 
Bad Bruins.” As the referees 
tried to figure out all the 
penalty minutes, Stock 
egged on Dafoe to give the 
wave and finally with a 
smile, he did. Again the 
Fleet was rocking. 

The Bruins also have the 
second-highest scorer in the 
league, Joe Thorton. 
Thorton has 56 points just 
two shy of the lead. 

They have four players 
with 20 goals. Bill Guerin, 
Brian Rolston, Glen Murray 
and Thorton have a com- 
bined 96 goals and 94 assists 
for a total 190 points. 

The Bruins have a legit- 
imate shot at going to the 
Stanley Cup this year. The 
last time the Bruins went to 
the finals was in 1990, 
where they lost 4-1 to the 
Edmonton Oilers. 

It has been 30 years 
since Boston fans saw the 
Bruins hoist up “Lord 
Stanley.” Maybe this is their 
year. 


put team 


Fan favorite P.J. Stock brings the fans 
to their feet every game. 


goals on hold for their country 


DETROIT (AP) _ The Detroit 
Red Wings, one of the greatest shows 
on ice, will be broken up during the 
Olympics. 

There will be an NHL-high 10 
Red Wings representing five coun- 
tries in Salt Lake City. 

The Red Wings are skating, 
sweating and bleeding for one com- 
mon goal during the season _ the 
Stanley Cup _ but that will be pushed 
aside during the Olympics as they 
compete for gold. 

Sweden’s Nicklas Lidstrom may 
land a crushing check on Russia’s 
Sergei Fedorov. Brett Hull might 
give the United States a win over the 
Czech Republic by beating Dominik 
Hasek with a slap shot. 

Canada’s Brendan Shanahan said 
playing in the Olympics _ against 
some of his teammates _ will not be 
much different than a scrimmage in 
Detroit. 

Will Shanahan think twice before 
clutching, grabbing or tripping a fel- 
low Red Wing? 

“No,” Shanahan said without 
hesitation. We do the same things in 
practice. When we have a scrim- 
mage, guys are playing to win and 
they get a big kick out of any compe- 
tition. It doesn’t matter if we’re play- 
ing hockey or playing cards. 

“We're going out trying to win. 
We won’t think about that other 
stuff.” 

Shanahan’s opinion was shared 
by many of his teammates. 

“We'll get so wrapped up and 
caught up in the game that we won’t 
even think about who we’re play- 
ing,” Red Wings captain Steve 
Yzerman said. 

Chris Chelios will be the United 
States’ captain and will be joined by 
Hull for the second _ straight 


Olympics. 

Yzerman expects to play in the 
Olympics for Canada, along with 
Shanahan, despite having surgery on 
his right knee on Jan. 28. 

Hasek was the star of the 1998 
Czech gold-medal team, especially 
after shutting out Canada in the over- 
time of the semifinals. 

“There’s lots of expectations 
back in the Czech Republic,”” Hasek 
said. “‘But I think it is going to be 
more difficult to win this year 
because the Americans are at home, 
the Canadians are almost home and 
they prepare like never before. 

“This year everybody’s going to 
be ready for us so we have a chance, 
but I think we are not the favorites.” 

Igor Larionov will be Russia’s 
captain and will join Fedorov, who 
helped his country win silver in 1998. 

Tomas Holmstrom, Fredrik 
Olausson and Lidstrom will play for 
Sweden 

The Red Wings will have at least 
two more Olympians than any other 
team. Toronto will send eight Maple 
Leafs while the New York Rangers 
and Colorado will be represented by 
seven Olympians. 

Lidstrom shook his head from 
side to side when he looked around 
Detroit’s dressing room, filled with 
Olympians, All-Stars and Hall of 
Fame candidates. 

“Down the road, I think we’ll 
look back at this roster and say, 
‘Wow, that was impressive,’” 
Lidstrom said. ‘But once the games 
start in Salt Lake City, I don’t think it 
will be much different than any other 
game. Before the game, when you’re 
looking at the other team and you see 
a familiar face, that might be a little 
weird.” 

It will also be awkward for the 
Red Wings, except Chelios and Hull, 


to be treated as visitors in a country 
they call their own. 

“Tl never lose sight of the fact 
that I’ve been a guest here in this 
country for 15 years,” Shanahan said. 
“T met my wife here, an American 
girl. But my hockey loyalties are with 
Canada. It’s where I grew up and 
trained. I don’t see us as enemies. I 
see the Olympics as a tournament of 
extreme competitiveness, but with 
goodwill and fair play.” 

Fedorov and Yzerman, for exam- 
ple, will be playing for Russia and 
Canada, despite their U.S. citizen- 
ship. 

“U.S. is road team too, not too 
many players from Salt Lake City,” 
Fedorov joked. ‘Well, you’ve got to 
think that way. 

“But I love the U.S., I’ve lived 
here most of my adult life. But play- 
ing in the Olympics is sort of a pay- 
back to the country that I grew up in 
and learned to play this game.” 

Although the Red Wings are 
looking forward to representing their 
countries, they didn’t need more than 
a couple seconds to ponder the ques- 
tion: Would you rather win the gold 
or the Stanley Cup? [ 

“Stanley Cup,” Fedorov said 
quickly. “I already have silver from 
Nagano. I have two Stanley Cups, 
but it’s not enough.” 

Hull said: ‘*Stanley Cup. Period, 
because that’s what we do.” 

Detroit coach Scotty Bowman, 
the winningest hockey coach, will 
enjoy the Olympics like a fan. 

“IT am going to have a family 
reunion in Florida, you don’t get 
much chance to do that,” Bowman 
said. “I am going to watch the 
games, like everybody else.” 
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By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


Tom Brady 
was named the 
permanent start- 
ing quarterback 
of the New 
England Patriots 
back in week 11. 

Since then he 
has gone 8-0 
including two 

playoff wins and a trip to Super Bowl 
XXXVI. Brady was named the 
starter then and has done nothing to 
Jose that position. 
The Patriots offense has blos- 
_somed under the 24 year old from 
California making it possible for 
offensive coordinator Charlie Weiss 
to do things that were unconceivable 
B.B. (Before Brady). 

With a rare humble confidence 
that has rallied the Patriots around 
him, Brady has shined under the 
bright lights and intense media 
scrutiny that come with being an 
NFL quarterback. 

Drew Bledsoe gave everything 
he had during his tenure in New 
England and will no doubt go down 
as one of the best players in the 
Patriots history. 

However, his time has come and 
it’s time for #11 to step aside and let 
the kid take the reigns. 
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By GAYLE SIMONE 
Editor 


A season-long 
debate over Tom 
‘Brady and Drew 
Bledsoe came to 
an end when Bill 
Belichick chose 
the younger QB to 
start Superbowl 
XXXVI. 

Fans still 
have their opinions about which the 
best QB for the team is. But unfortu- 
nately the fans do not make the deci- 
sions regarding the team. 

It may have been four months 
since Bledsoe started for the Patriots 
but he came into the Pittsburgh game 
for an injured Brady and threw a 
touchdown pass on his very first 
drive. Not bad for a QB that should 
have been rusty after being sidelined 
for four months. 

The new question is “who starts 
for next season?” 

Although Tom Brady has done a 
great job this season, Bledsoe did not 
have the same offensive line Brady 
had. Is that an excuse? I don’t think so. 

Bledsoe led the Patriots to 4 
playoff appearances and _ to 


Superbowl XXX]. 

Why drop him for losing two 
games at the beginning of the sea- 
son? He deserves the shot to get his 
starting job back. 


Winning season for 
women hoopsters 


Lady Knights are 
12-3 heading into 
tournament 


By TIM SILVA 
_ Sports Editor 


The NECC women’s basketball 
squad is enjoying a fantastic season 
sitting pretty at 12-3. 

First year coach Larry Snow’s 
lady Knights have scored 600 points 
on their way to the MCCAC 
Tournament, which will be held on 
NECC’s campus Feb. 23-24. 


Clegg has 184 points 

Co-captain Crystal Clegg has 
had a monster year scoring 184 
points to go with 57 assists and 46 
rebounds. 

Forward Amanda Ducharme 


has added 107 points, 11 assists, 
and 55 rebounds. The lady Knights 
will host Nashua Feb.9, Manchester 
Feb.11, and the Harvard junior var- 
sity team on Feb.18. 


Men’s basketball 

The NECC men’s basketball 
team is heading into the home 
stretch with a .500 record at 9-9. 

Led by co-captains Jay Avant 
and Nate Proulx the Knights are 
geared to end the season with a win- 
ning record. 

Third year coach Darren Sratton 
has watched his team score 1780 
points in their nine wins. Proulx has 
compiled 71 assists and 68 
rebounds to go with his 355 points. 

Avant has poured in 316 points, 
while passing for 129 assists, and 
grabbing an impressive 205 
rebounds. The Knights next home 
game is Feb.11 at 8 P.M. against 
Manchester Community College. 


Drew Bledsoe will 
always be respected 
in New England 


By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


There comes a time in every 
man’s life when things will be asked 
of him he doesn’t want to do. Change 
is something everybody has to deal 
with at one time or another. The hard 
part, the part were people have the 
most trouble, is taking those things in 
stride and making the most out of the 
situation. Anyone who has a problem 
doing these things (Rob Johnson ring 
a bell?) should take a page out of 
Drew Bledsoe’s book. 

When Bledsoe was knocked out 
of action back in September, the vic- 
tim of a vicious hit by Mo Lewis, he 
didn’t complain, he just did what he 
needed to do to get back. Once he 
returned and his job was taken away, 
he didn’t moan, he continued to work 
and prepare like he was still the 
starter. 

Just like the old saying goes 
“Every dog has his day,” and Bledsoe 
had his in the AFC championship 


Hats off to No. 11, Patriots quarterback Drew Bledsoe. 


game. When Tom Brady was 
knocked out of action with under two 
minutes to go in the first half, 
Bledsoe came to the rescue. He con- 
nected on his first four passes, 
including a beautiful touchdown pass 
to David Patten. Bledsoe led the 
Patriots to victory and in a way vin- 
dicated himself. Call it a swan song, 
call it drama, call it justice, whatever, 
Drew Bledsoe proved his worth on 
Jan. 27. No matter where he ends up 


fs 


next season Bledsoe will always be 
respected in New England. He is a 
class act in the truest sense of the 
word and a great role model for 
younger players. The tears that 
flowed from Bledsoe’s face follow- 
ing the Pats win were real. This was 
a man who was born to play football 
and he got the chance after being 
denied for over 100 days. So hats off 
to #11. Steven Spielberg couldn’t 
have written a better script. 


Upcoming NECC Games 


Women’s Basketball 


Feb. 9: 


Nashua at Home, 1:00 p.m. 


Feb. L1: 


Feb. 11: 


Manchester at Home, 6:00 p.m. 


Feb.18 : 


Harvard JV at Home, 7:00 p.m. 


Men’s Basketball 


Manchester at Home, 8:00 p.m. 
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Dust of Snow 
The way a crow 
Shook down on me 
The dust of snow 
From a hemlock tree 


Has given my heart 
A change of mood 
And saved some part 
Of a day ! had rued. 


by Robert Frost 
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